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V;;      CORRESPONDENCE 

,,»  BEI.ATINO  TO  THB  »    /-  .    :•      ; 

Dismissal  of  James  E.  Forman,  Esq. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Morning  Chronicle. 

Sib, — As  the  members  of  the  ExeoutiTe 
Government  of  this  Piovinoe,  nit  oonteot  with 
dismissing  me  from  the  situation  I  lately  oo- 
cupied  as  Chief  Engineer  of  Public  Worits, 
have  commenced  a  sjstetn  of  base  detraction 
with  a  view  of  injuring  my  private  reputa- 
tion— I  refer  now  to  the  Editorial  contained 
in  the  last  Colonist,  prepared  and  published 
by  the  advisers  of  His  Excellency  the  Lieute- 
nant Governor, — for  it  were  impossible  that 
the  Editor  of  that  paper  could  have  possessioa 
of  the  facts  necessary  to  make  the  disclosures 
he  does,  unless  furnished  by  command  of  His 
Excellency — ImustsoMoit  of  you,  the  favour 
of  publishing  the  aunexed  correspondence. — I 
do  this  in  self  defence,  owing  principally  to 
this  pai'sage  in  the  Colonist  Editorinl  of  the 
SOfh  inst.,  prepared,  as  it  will  be  admitted  by 
all  candid  persons,  as  soon  as  they  read  the 
correspondence,  by  the  parties,  and  for  the 
ignoble  purpose  already  described  : 

"  The  public  will  scarcely  be  prepared  to 
learn  that  Mr.  Forman  has  given  since  his 
removal  from  office  proofs  the  mo^t  unequivo- 
cal of  downright  dishonesty,  by  purloining 
and  abstraoiing  documents  and  papers  from 
the  Railway  office  which  belong  to  the  depart- 
ment, and  are  essential  to  carrying  on  the 
•works  with  promptitude.  Up  to  Saturday 
night  we  understHod  that  Mr.  McNab,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board,  although  making  the 
most  determined  efforts,  had  been  unduocess- 
ful  in  eflfecting  their  recovery. 

Of  course  the  obstructives,  who  daily  show 
that  in  their  hungry  greed  for  offioe  they 
would  like  to  see  the  Railway  and  Province 
sink  tojtether,  will  be  delighted  at  any  rascal- 
ity by  which  the  public  works  may  be  retard- 
ed." 

One  single  observatiou  farther,  introduct- 
ory. 

xhe  "  documents  and  papers"  in  question, 
are  the  only  vouchers  I  possessed,  fur  the  vin- 
dication of  my  reputation.  Without  th«2n,  or 
access  to  them,  I  should  be  entirely  defence- 
less. My  enemies,  unscrupulous  as  they  are, 
— HS  these  extracts  already  prove  Ihem  to  be, 
might  overwhelm  me  with  impunity,  but  for 
the  evidence  these  Books  and  papers  contain. 
In  order  to  conduct  a  correspondence  now 
goingon,  between  myself  and  the  government, 
— and  which  I  shall  immediately  lay  before 
the  public,  with  ray  reply  to  other  portions  of 


■1  •"-  :■  ■ 


the  Editorial  thus  published  by  the  Queen's 
printer  and  by  authority — access  to  the  Bookii 
in  question  were  indispensible. 

With  any  proper  regard  to  my  own  reputa- 
tion, how  could  I  have  done  otherwise?  In 
acting  as  I  have,  I  may  also  add,  that  I  have 
done  80  under  the  advice  and  sanction  of  such 
of  my  personal  friends  as  I  have  been  enabled 
to  consult.  I  deeply  regret  that  His  Excellen- 
cy the  Lieutenant  Governor  should  be  advised 
to  allow  suoh  uses  to  be  made  of  the  corres- 
pondence conducted  by  individuals  with  pub- 
lic officers  and  Heads  of  Departments — and 
that  garbled  aooounts  of  public  matters,  so 
deeply  affecting  private  reputation,  shonld  , 
receive  such  sanction  as  has  been  in  this 
instance  given  to  them.  I  am,  therefore,  now 
required  to  defend  myself  as  I  best  can, 
asainst  a  Government  that  is  but  too  obvious- 
ly bent  on  crushing  by  most  unfair  means, 
those  whoee  reputations  they  rotty  not  other- 
wise be  enabled  to  destroy.  I  may  have  to 
trouble  you  still  farther  on  the  subject  of  the 
Editorial  in  question.  In  the  meantime  the 
correspondence  to  which  I  refer.and  which  was 
in  the  possession  of  the  Executive  Government 
when  they  so  wantonly  assailid  me  through 
the  Queen's  printer  in  the  Colonist,  and  to 
which  they  make  not  a  passing  reference,  is 
now  appended  t>3d  numbered. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Sir,  your  obed't  serrt , 

Jahks  B.  Forman. 

Halifax,  Aug.  SI,  1868. 


No.  1. 


Sib— 


Pbovinoial  Sbcubtabt's  OrriCB, 
Halifax,  26tb  August,  1868. 


I  have  it  in  command  from  His  Excellency 
the  Lieutenant  Governor  to  inform  you  that 
His  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  appoint 
Mr.  James  Laurie  to  be  Cliief  Engineer  of  the 
Provincial  Railways  in  place  of  Mr.  James 
R.  Forman,  and  to  request  you  to  put  Mr. 
Laurie  immediately  in  possession  of  all  books, 
plans,  papers,  &o. ,  beloaging  to  the  Engi- 
neering department  of  yoiji/  offioe. 

I  have  the  honor  tl  be.  Sir, 

Tour  most  obed't  servant, 

(Signed)  Cbabibs  Tupprb. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MoNab.  Chairman  of  the  Rail- 
way Beard. 
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No.  ■_'.  Railway  Office, 

2(Jth  August,  18u8. 
Dear  Sir — 

I  beg  to  enclose  copy  of  ii  letter  received 
frorti  the  Honble.  Pro.  b'enrctary,  and  in  cor- 
formity  tlierewith,  1  went  to  the  J-Inginccr's 
Oflice  to  receive  and  hand  over  to  Mr.  Laurie 
the  books  and  paper.s  connected  with  the  of- 
fice, and  works  under  your  charge,  but  found 
frota)  Mr.  Sniellie  that  ?ome  of  the  boolts  and 
paper.s  were  not  there ;  viz.  : 

The  Engineers  returns  of  worlt  done  on  the 
several  Sections  since  Sept.  1857, 

Specitication  Book. 

Letter  Books  containing  correspondence 
with  the  Contractors,  &c., 
and  he  stated  that  you  had  removed  them. 
As  all  these  are  public  documents  connected 
with  the  work  in  which  you  have  Veen  en- 
gaged, I  hope  you  will  on  receipt  of  this  see 
the  necessity  of  returning  them  to  the  oflice 
without  delay,  that  I  may  hand  thera  over  to 
Mr.  Laurie  as  directed  by  the  Provincial 
Secretary  'a  letter.     lam. 

Dear  Sir,  Yours, 
*"       •  Ja.mi;3  McNab. 

James  R.  Forraan,  Esq.        ■       .^  ^ 

No  3. 

Halifax,  27th  August,  1858. 
Sir— 

Mr.  Forman  has  put  into  my  hands  your 
letter  of  yesterday  enclosing  copy  of  the  Hon. 
Provincial  Secretary's  letter  of  <he  'JiJth  inst, 
announcing  Mr.  Laurie's  appointment  to  the 
office  of  Chief  Engineer.  Having  been  re- 
moved from  the  otiice  he  has  filled  for  nearly 
five  years  without  a  moment's  notice,  and 
free  access  to  the  Books  and  Papers  specified 
in  your  letter  being  essential  for  hit  own  vin- 
dication, Mr.  Fornian  has  retained  them  in 
the  meanwhile  for  that  purpose  ;  but  whnt- 
ever  reason  he  r.iay  have  to  complain  of  the 
Government,  he  has  no  desire  or  intention 
that  the  public  interest  should  suffer,  or  any 
embarrassment  be  occasioned  in  the  business 
of  the  Railway  Oflicff.  The  Specification 
Book  was  Iteptfor  his  own  use,  ml  numerous 
copies  of  its  contents  are  in  your  possession 
The  Engineer's  rt'turns  specified  in  your  letter 
being  the  fouiiduiou  of  his  Certificates  might 
i)e  justly  claiintd  as  bis  own  ;  but  as  a  neces- 
sity might  povs  bly  arise  for  referring  to 
them,  he  will  at  once  give  them  up  along 
with  the  Books  containing  the  copies  of  his 
letters,  on  rec(iviug  a  pledge  from  the  Go- 
vernment that  he  and  his  Counsel  shall  at  all 
reasonable  timt  s  have  access  to  the  Engineer's 
returns  and  Books  in  the  Railway  Office,  with 
the  liberty  of  taking  copies  of  such  parts  as 
in  the  judgment  of  himself  and  Counsel  may 
be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  his  past  pro- 
ceedings and  character.  *• 

Any  further  communication  on  this  subject 
you  will  have  the  jjoodness  to  address  to  Hie. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obd't  serv't, 
(Signed)  W.  Yoitno. 

Hon.  .lames  McNab,  Chairman  of  the  Rail- 
way Board.  i 


No.  4. 

PnovixciAL  SKcninARY'.s  Ori'rt'K, 

Halifax,  27th  August.  1858. 
Sir— 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  to-day,  enclosing  Mr.  Young's  com- 
munication, relating  to  the  books  and  papers 
improperly  taken  by  Mr.  Forman  from  the 
Railway  Oflice. 

You  had  been  previously  Informed  that  the 
Government  entertained  no  objection  to  Mr. 
Forman  being  allowed  to  have  ^ocess  to,  and 
take  copies  of,  any  of  those  papers. 

Unless  all  the  books,  papers  and  documents 
removed  by  Mr.  Forman  are  immediately 
restored,  you  will  without  delay  place  your- 
self in  communication  with  the  Flon.  the  At- 
torney General,  and  inform  him  of  aH  the 
circumstances  accompanying  their  abstraction 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedien*  servant,  , .  ,i 
(Signed)  Cjiarlks  Tuppkr. 

To  Hon.  James  McNab, 

&e.,    cStc,    &c.  "       =■'■    ■'*■ 


I  .,a 


No, 


Railway  Office, 
Halifax,  28th  Aii^st,  1858. 
Dear  Sir, — 

I  forwarded  Mr.  Young's  let'ter  of  yester- 
day to  the  Honble.  Provincial  Secretary,  and 
now  beg  to  hand  you  copy  of  his  reply, — by 
which  you  will  see  that  I  had  the  authority 
to  make  the  pledge  to  you  I  did,  of  free  access 
to  the  bookb  and  papers,  and  taking  copies 
thereof. 

I  hope  you  will  return  all  the  books  and 
papers  to-day,  as  recjuired. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 
>  ••      Ymir  obedient  servant, 

Jamks  MoNab. 
To  James  R.  Forman,  Es((. 


No.  6. 

Halifax,  30tb  August,  1858. 
Sib,— 

Mr.  Forman  has  handed  me  your  letter  of 
Saturday  the  2f^th  inst.,  addressed  to  him  us 
I  presume  by  commatid  of  the  Ciovernmeiit. 

The  pledge  having  been  given  which  I  re- 
quired, the  books  and  papers  will  be  sent  you 
in  the  course  of  to-morrow  as  the  same  wei'e 
promised  in  my  letter  of  27tli  inst. 

The  specitication  book  he  will  either  retain, 
or  will  expect  you  to  furnisli  him  with  a  copy. 

The  charge  against  Mr.  Forman  in  the  let- 
ter which  you  inclosed,  of  his  having  taken 
these  books  and  papers,  and  the  expression  at 
the  close  of  it,  I  look  upon  as  wholly  unwar- 
ranted. It  was  a  duty  he  owed  to  himself  to 
retain  these  books  and  papers  till  he  hail  tin! 
distinct  pledge  which  he  has  now  obtained. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)       .■"h".  r.     W.  YouNO. 
To  Hon.  James  McNab. 
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THE  PROVINCIAL  SECRETAllV  TO  MR. 
FORM  AN. 

Prbvincial  Secrctry'/i  Office,  Halifax, 
August  25,  1858. 

Sir, — His  Excellency  the  Liuutenaut  Gov- 
ernor having  obtained  the  assurance  of  tlio 
Commissioners  and  yourself  in  the  early  part 
of  the  summer  that  the  extension  of  the  rail- 
road to  Truro  should  be  accomplished  on  or 
before  the  1st  day  of  November  next,  had 
reason  to  expect  that  with  every  facility  at 
the  command  of  the  chief  Engineer,  the  pub- 
lic would  not  be  disappointed;  but,  from  the 
several  reports  you  have  recently  submitted, 
and  the  verbal  explanations  made  by  you  in 
presence  of  the  Council  and  Commissioners  at 
Government  House  ou  Tuesday  last,  it  being 
manifest  that  under  your  management  the 
work  will  not  be  completed  for  several 
months  beyon'l  the  time  limited  for  its  ac- 
complishment, His  Excellency  has  comman- 
ded me  to  inform  you,  that  with  the  advice  of 
his  Council,  he  has  reluctantly  decided  upon 
removing  you  from  the  ofBce  of  Chief  Engi- 
neer. 

His  Excellency  regrets  the  necessity  which 
has  compelled  him  to  adopt  this  measure; 
but  he  is  impressed  with  the  conviction  that 
in  reviewing  the  Railroad  operations  since 
their  first  inception  under  your  auspices,  it  is 
manifest  that  they  have  not  been  conducted 
as  juc'iciously,  economically  and  expeditious- 
ly aj  the  interests  of  the  public  demand ;  and 
feels  himself  bound  to  employ  ".n  Engineer 
whose  energ;*  and  skill  command  the  entire 
confidence  of  the  administration. 

You  will,  therefore,  be  pleased  to  hand 
over  to  the  Commissioners  all  the  books  and 
papers  and  other  public  property  in  your 
possession  connected  with  tne  oilioe  of  Chief 
Engineer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  Charles  Tupper. 

To  James  R.  Forman,  Esq. 

■    '•'     MR.  FORMAN'S  REPLY. 
;,  •    .  ^^^!       Halifax,  September  1st,  1858. 
StR,— 

My  removal  from  ofiice  as  Chief  Engineer 
of  the  Provincial  Railways,  and  the  terms  in 
which  your  letter  of  the  25th  ult,  is  couched, 
ought  not  perhaps  to  have  surprised  me. 
The  temper  of  the  present  Government  had 
been  sufficiently  disclosed  by  their  previous 
ooniluct  and  the  tone  of  their  correspondence, 
—yet  as  I  had  successfnlly  i-efuted  the  nu- 
merous charges— many  of  them  equally  fri- 
volous and  unfounded — that  had  been  from 
time  to  time  brought  against  me,  I  did  not 
believe  that  the  Government  would  have  pro- 
ceeded to  this  final  step  and  done  me  so  great 
an  injustice.  That  my  dismissal  was  a  fore- 
gone conclusion,  and  that  my  successor  was 
brought  here  for  the  purpose,  is  now  abun- 
dantly obvious,  and  I  regret  that  I  am  com- 
pelled in  justice  to  my  own  reputation  to 


review  the  steps  of  this  very  singular  trans- 
action. 

Not  content  with  the  blow  you  have  struck 
in  the  first  paragraph  of  your  letter,  you 
proceed  in  the  second  to  attack  the  Railway 
operatiouo  uudor  my  auspices  from  their  first 
inception.  A  charge  of  a  similar  kind  and 
in  still  more  oll'ensive  terms  was  contained  in 
your  letter  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  McNab  of  17tli 
June  last,  and  I  will  here  extract  a  paragraph 
from  my  reply  of  June  20  : 

"  As  it  has  become  so  unexpectedly  neces- 
sary to  defend  my  professional'character  and 
conduct  from  grave  imputations.  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Lieutenant  Governor,  I  trust, 
will  permit  me  to  state  that  I  have  now  been 
employed  as  an  Engineer  for  a  period  of 
eighteen  years,  mostly  in  Scotland,  I  have 
had  charge  of  several  important  works  as 
Chief  Engineer  and  General  Manager,  and 
under  Directors  who  held  the  highest  social 
position,  and  my  professional  skill  has  never 
been  questioned  before  ;  on  the  contrary,  I 
have  always  received  the  warmest  expressions 
of  good  Will  and  approbation  from  all  who 
sought  my  professional  aid.  In  coming  to 
Nova  Scotia,  which  I  was  induced  to  do  only 
from  the  circumstance  of  my  being  a  native 
of  the  country,  I  gave  up  a  lucrative  post 
with  the  certain  prospect  of  advancement  in 
my  profession,  for  an  office  that  did  not  poy 
me  better  or  even  so  well,  irrespective  of  my 
prospects  otherwise.  In  this  Province  I  have 
exerted  myself  to  the  utmost  for  the  satisfac- 
tory completion  of  the  railways,  and  I  can 
confidently  appeal  both  to  the  present  and 
former  Boards  that  this  has  been  the  case, 
and  that  I  have  labored  most  assiduously, 
both  from  the  warm  interest  I  have  always 
taken  in  the  success  of  this  great  enterprizc, 
and  from  a  just  regard  to  my  own  reputa- 
tion. I  can  point  to  the  road  as  it  now 
stands,  to  its  general  finish,  its  durability, 
and  its  bridges,  with  some  pride,  as  the  best 
evidence  of  the  skill  and  care  that  have 
been  bjstowed  upon  it." 

It  is  indeed  a  remarkable  circumstance,  if 
I  were  incompetent  to  my  duties,  that  from 
the  12th  April,  1853,  when  I  was  appointed 
by  a  Minute  in  Council,  I  enjoyed  the  entire 
confidence  of  the  Executive  Government  till 
the  late  change  in  the  Administration  ;  that 
I  had  the  confidence  of  the  former  Railway 
Board  till  they  were  broken  up  ;  and  that  I 
retained  the  confidence  of  the  present  Board 
till  the  hour  of  my  abrupt  and  summary  dis- 
missal. I  insert  here  with  a  feeling  of  pride 
the  letter  which  the  Chairman  and  the  other 
two  Commissioners  constituting  the  Board 
gave  me  on  the  day  after  your  letter  of  the 
25th,  and  presenting  certainly  a  striking 
contrast  to  it.  The  opinion  thus  expressed 
by  gentlemen  who  have  had  the  best  oppor- 
tunity for  judging  of  my  qualifications  and 
conduct,  and  who,  independently  of  their 
official  position,  are  men  of  the  highest  cha- 
racter and  standing  in  this  community,  is  a 
sufficient  oSset,  and  perhaps  a  sufficient  con- 
solation for  the  disapproval  which  you  have 
thought  tit  to  express :        ...,..,    ,    .. 
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Railway  Opficb, 

Halifax,  2Gth  Aug.,  1858. 
Sib— 

As  your  connection  with  the  Railways  of 
which  you  have  been  the  Chief  Engineer 
since  their  commencement  in  this  Province 
has  ceased,  and  as  your  conduct  in  that  ca- 
pacity has  been  constantly  under  our  obser- 
vation since  the  year  1854,  we  conceive  it  an 
act  of  simple  duty  to  record  our  opinion  of 
your  unwearied  diligence,  energy,  and  skill, 
and  our  unabated  confidence  in  your  integri- 
ty. Our  intercourse  with  you  has  always 
been  of  the  most  friendly  and  confidential 
oharacter,  and  in  the  emergencies  that  have 
from  time  to  time  arisen,  we  have  found  you 
fully  competent  to  the  duties  of  your  office. 
AVe  have  otten  marked  your  anxiety  to  push 
forwai'd  the  works  with  all  possible  celerity, 
and  to  economise  the  public  money,  and,  in 
parting  with  you,  beg  to  assure  you  of  the 
sincere  regard  and  esteem  with  which  we  re- 
main. 

Yours,  very  truly. 


(Signed) 

J.  R.  Forman,  Esq. 
The  Board  alyo,  in 


J  AS.  McNab, 
W.  Pryor,  Jr., 
Jmo.  U.  Andebson. 

their  letter  to  you  of 
80th  June  stated,  "  that  in  their  opinion  the 
Chief  Engineer  has  bad  difficulties  to  con- 
tend with  of  an  unusually  harassing  nature, 
inseparable  perhaps  in  conducting  a  work  of 
such  magnitude  in  a  new  country,  and  they 
feel  it  but  dne  to  him  to  say,  that  in  their 
judgment  he  has  done  all  that  could  be  done 
under  the  circumstances  to  promote  and  fa- 
cilitate the  works  under  his  charge,  and  the 
Board  continue  to  feel  that  he  is  still  doing 

•0." 

The  Government  is  well  aware  that  from 
the  hour  they  took  office  they  never  gave  me 
their  support,  and  that  in  place  of  aiding 
me,  they  left  me  to  struggle,  alone  and  un- 
sus^oineid,  with  all  the  difficulties  of  my  posi- 
tion. Before  the  Committee  of  Assembly  last 
winter  I  was  assailed  with  impunity,  and  im- 
putations which  there  was  ample  evidence  to 
repel  were  permitted  to  remain  unanswered. 
It  was  the  feelings  and  interests  of  the  con- 
tractors alone  that  were  cared  for  in  that  in- 
quiry. 

Your  letter  indeed  of  the  5th  July  contain- 
ed this  passage: 

"  His  Excellency  further  commands  roe  to 
say,  that  be  is  quite  aware  of  the  importance 
of  continuing  the  works  under  the  manage- 
ment and  direction  of  the  same  Engineer, 
and  that  while  it  will  give  him  unfeigned 
pleasure  to  learn  by  the  rapid  and  efficient 
progress  of  the  works,  that  Mr.  Forman  pos- 
sesses the  skill  and  energy  required  by  his 
position,  he  and  the  Board  may  confidently 
rely  upon  the  continued  cordial  support  which 
the  Qovernroent  have  on  all  occasions  hither- 
to given  them." 

And  my  letter  of  the  12th  of  July,  I  wound 
up  in  these  terms  : 

"  In  conclusion  His  Exoellenoy,  I  trust, 
ill  permit  me  to  e&j  that  J  am  extremely 


gratified  by  the  assurance  in  the  letter  I  am 
now  *.'pl}'iu(?  to,  of  the  cordial  support  of  the 
Executive  Government.  My  duties  are  at  all 
times  sufficiently  arduous,  but  with  the  aid  of 
that  support,  and  more  especially  by  a  de- 
termination, while  dealing  justly  aud  libe- 
rally with  the  Contractors,  to  bold  them 
strictly  to  their  engagements,  I  confidently 
trust  that  the  object  which  His  Excellency 
has  so  much  at  heart  will  be  accomplished, 
and  the  line  to  Truro  completed,  and  opened 
for  traffic  by  the  first  of  November  next." 

You  now  state  "  that  it  is  manifest  that  un> 
der  my  management,  the  work  will  not  be 
completed  for  several  months  beyond  the 
time  limited  for  its  accomplishment,"  aud 
you  make  this  the  ground  of  my  removal. 

Now  I  believe  that  this  is  by  no  means  the 
real  ground,  and  that  other  influences  are  at 
the  bottom,  which  the  public  and  I  perfectly 
appreciate,  and  the  government  have  not  the 
courage  and  manliness  to  resist. 

I  assert  further  that  there  is  only  one  dif- 
ficulty in  the  way  of  the  completion  of  the 
line  to  Truro  by  the  first  of  November,  and 
that  is,  the  extraordinary  position  and  influ- 
ence which  the  Contractors  have  been  per- 
mitted to  assume  and  exercise,  since  the 
advent  of  the  present  government,  and 
against  which  I  have  so  often  remonstrated 
in  vain. 

My  letter  of  the  26th  June  last,  contained 
this  passage : 

**  It  is  true  that  during  thelastyear  I  have 
had  many  difficulties  to  contend  with,  into 
which  I  forbear  from  entering.  The  chief  of 
sition  has  been  the  insuhordination  and  the  po- 
these  assumed  by  the  Contractoi  a,  who  assert- 
ed a  practical  independence,  and  seemed  to 
think  that  they  would  be  upheld  in  disobey- 
ing both  the  Board  and  myself.  In  this  I  trust 
they  are  now  undeceived,  and  if  they  are  kept 
in  their  proper  place,  aud  the  government 
give  me  the  same  generous  and  cordial  sup- 
port which  I  have  always  received  both  from 
the  former  and  present  Board*  I  ha-'e  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  the  Railway,  which  I  am 
unwilling  to  abandon,  will  be  successfully 
and  vigorously  prosecuted  to  its  completion." 

The  Board  in  their  letter  of  the  BOth  June, 
expressed  their  regret,  «•  that  there  has  been 
so  much  delay  in  the  completion  of  the  con- 
tracts, but  the  government  are  familiar  with 
the  difficulties  they  have  had  with  the  con- 
tractors, in  compelling  them  to  finish  their 
sections,  as  well  as  those  which  prevented  the 
works  beint^  taken  out  of  their  hands." 

Till  the  year  1857  there  was  little  or  no 
difficulty  with  the  Contractors— since  that 
time  the  letter  books  are  filled  with  repeated 
applications  to  them  to  get  on  with  their 
work,  and  fulfil  their  obligations,  and  with 
every  variety  of  expostulation  and  warning. 

My  report  of  17th  May  last,  in  reference 
to  the  Windsor  Branch,  contained  these  pas- 
sages : 

'^Ifeelitis  necessary  to  urge  that  the 
measures  to  be  adopted  for  the  completi<m  of 
the  work,  be  promptly  taken." 

«<  Ibe  tijoae  heretofore  loet  ia  negooiatiog 
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has  occasioned  a  great  deal  of  delay,  aud 
oftentimes  led  to  no  result  " 

"  Tb«  condition  of  these  works  is  so  unsatis- 
factory that  I  find  it  impot^sible,  judging  from 
the  experience  we  have  already  had,  to  say 
when  they  will  be  fully  completed  by  the 
present  Contractors." 

"  The  Contractors,  in  my  opinion,  should 
be  called  upon  at  once  to  proceed  with 
all  the  works  dimultaneously  and  not  to  defer 
commencing  one  portion  until  another  is  com- 
pleted." 

"  Three  gangs  of  platelayers  should  be  em- 
ployed on  each  section,  and  the  deficiencies  in 
the  embankments  over  the  whole  road  should 
be  made  up  as  nearly  as  possible  at  the  same 
time." 

"  Vigorous  measures  are  necessary  to  pre- 
vent disappointment  to  all  who  may  be  in- 
terested in  the  opening  of  this  branch." 

In  my  report  of  20th  May,  on  the  main 
line,  I  stated,  that  "To  insure  the  opening  of 
the  road  this  season,  the  bridge  at  Shubena- 
oadie  should  be  pusaed  forward  with  all  pos- 
sible despatch;  all  the  piers  and  abutments 
should  be  proceeded  with  at  the  same  time.  I 
estimate  that  at  least  12  masons  can  be  em- 
ployed with  advantage  upon  this  Bridge,  and 
ten  on  the  Stewiacke  Bridge,  exclusive  of 
quarrymen,  stonecutters,  and  laborers, 
which  should  be  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  masons.  The  other  works  on  these 
contracts  present  no  diffioulties,  but  unless 
vigorous  measures  are  at  once  adopted  with 
No.  8  Section,  and  with  the  Shubenacodie 
and  Stewiacke  Bridges,  it  will  be  impoHsible 
to  complete  the  road  to  Truro  before  winter." 

In  my  report  of  29th  June  I  pointed  out  in 
detail  all  the  steps  that  were  necessary  to  ac- 
complish the  opening  of  the  road  fur  traffic  by 
the  first  of  November — that  on  contract  No.  8, 
the  number  of  men  at  work  should  be  at  least 
doubled — taat  on  No.  9  the  contractor  had 
been  called  on  largely  to  augment  his  forces 
— that  judging  from  the  then  condition  of  the 
works,  I  felt  pretty  certain  that  the  bridges 
across  both  the  Shubenaoadie  and  Stewiacke 
rivers,  would  be  ready  by  the  first  of  Novem- 
ber—that the  site  for  the  station  house  at 
Truro  bad  been  determined,  and  the  plans 
were  in  the  course  of  preparation. 

In  my  detailed  report  of  24th  July,  I  stated 
that  having  walked  over  the  works  to  Truro, 
I  found  they  were  progressing  more  satisfac- 
torily than  at  the  date  of  my  last  report. 
Still  I  suggested  at  one  place  more  vigor- 
ous measures  were  necessary — that  on  ano- 
ther section  the  operations  on  embankment 
No  1  had  censed  from  November  last,  and  1  re- 
gretted I  was  unable  to  report,  notwithstand- 
ing the  contractor's  attention  had  been  called 
to  it,  that  anything  bad  been  done  since  that 
date— that  the  excavations  on  No.  10  and  11 
ought  to  be  completed  in  two  months — and 
that  various  other  things  were  required  to  be 
done,  so  that  the  Railway  should  be  opened 
for  traffic  by  the  first  of  November. 

In  my  letter  of  2nd  August,  I  stated  that 
"  the  present  mode  of  completing  the  Windsor 
branch  oontractflia  far  from  satia&otory,  and 


and  I  take  the  liberty  of  calling  attention  to 
the  desirableness  of  t  iking  these  works  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  cont'-actors." 

"  Almost  all  the  nillng  stock  used  on  this 
work  is  supplied  by  the  Boa  d,  and  notwith- 
standing this,  the  schedule  rates  are  paid  for 
earth  work  not  nearly  eo  costly  as  the  aver- 
age cost  of  excavations  on  the  sections,  and 
for  which  these  rates  were  originally  intended 
to  apply,  and  as  these  payments  are  made  in 
addition  to  the  contract  price,  I  am  decidedly 
of  opinion  that  it  is  for  the  interests  of  the 
Province,  that  these  sections  should  be  taken 
out  of  the  contractors'  hands  and  finished  by 
the  Board." 

Now,  Sir,  let  us  pause  here  and  reflect  for 
a  moment  on  the  relative  position  of  the 
Chief  Engineer  and  the  other  authorities  of 
the  Government.  In  your  letter  of  the  S'h 
July  the  Government  define  it  to  be  the 
"  first  duty  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  not  only 
to  furnish  plans  of  the  work  when  required, 
but  to  exercise  such  a  thorough  and  constant 
supervision  of  the  whole  work  in  progress,  as 
to  ensure  their  completion  within  the  time 
specified  in  the  several  conracts,  keeping  the 
Board  always  in  possession  of  the  informa- 
tion necessary  to  enable  them  to  accomplish 
that  object." 

It  will  not  be  pretended  surely  after  the 
above  reports,  and  with  the  known  and  ex- 
clusive devotion  of  my  whole  time  and 
thoughts  to  the  business  of  my  office,  that  I 
neglected  my  duty  as  so  defined  The  Com  - 
miasioners  have  given  me  the  most  ample  tes- 
timony, the  Government  themselves  know 
that  I  did  not  neglect  it.  But  of  what  avail 
was  the  performance  of  my  duty  if  the  At- 
torney General  and  the  Government  did  not 
do  theirs  ?  It  was  nut  part  of  my  business, 
nor  had  I  the  power  to  enforce  the  fulfilment 
of  the  contracts — to  compel  the  contractors  to 
employ  an  adequate  force — and  to  induce 
their  obedience  to  my  representations  and  en- 
treaties. 

They  set  these  entreaties  and  the  wishes  of 
the  Board  equally  at  defiance,  and  having 
the  ear  of  the  Government,  were  beyond  our 
control.  I  saw  plainly,  therefore,  that  the 
work  woul  i  not  be  done — that  I  was  to  be 
held  accountable  for  a  supineness  and  neg- 
lect which  I  could  not  remedy — and  that  m 
my  own  vindication  it  was  necessary  to  speak 
out. 

Hence  it  was  that  I  wrote  the  letter  of  6th 
August,  which  after  an  elaborate  review  of 
the  various  sections  between  Truro  ro!id  sta- 
tion and  Truro,  concluded  with  the  following 
significant  passages  : — 

•*  If  the  contractors  will,  as  they  promise, 
put  on  the  additional  force  necesisary  to  exe- 
cute the  above  works  during  the  present 
month,  and  which  only  requires  ordinary 
exertion,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
securing  the  opening  of  the  road  by  the 
time  named,  1st  November,  but  to  ensure 
this  they  must  be  oompellel  to  employ  the 
labor,  and  is  under  the  contracts  this  power 
is  vested  in  the  Board,  it  must  remain  with 
them  to  give  effect  to  these  reports  by  exact- 
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iiiR  tlio  penalties,  or  by  enforcing  the  stipu- 
lations of  tlio  contracta,  imd  it  Im  buouusc 
tliis  liiiM  tidt  been  heretofore  done  that  tlie 
present  diihculties  exist  in  getting  thu  roail 
urged  on  to  completion.  The  Boiird  iirs 
awureofthe  treainieut  severnl  of  their  of- 
ficers have  received  from  the  cont.-actors 
wheti  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Mr. 
MacDoniild  threatened  the  inspectors  at  dif- 
ferent times  if  they  interfered  with  his  sec- 
tion, and  yet  Mr.  MacDonald  is  continued  on 
the  ro  id,  and  additional  worlds  nr^  enti  usted 
to  him  Mr.  Johnston  threaieua  to  kick  a 
second  iu.spector  otf  his  section." 

«*  Contnictcrs  plant  held  for  advances 
made  under  my  latter  of  27th  November, 
1857,  (should  be  olh  of  October,  18G7.)  is 
taken  out  of  the  cc  antry  in  defiance  of  the 
remonstrances  of  the  Board ,  and  notwithstand- 
ing these  (Contractors  are  supplied  with  the 
material  and  Eijgines  belonging  to  the  Pro- 
vince to  the  serious  permanent  injury  of 
the  rolling  stock  and  are  paid  schedule  prices 
for  work  done  irrespective  of  its  actual  cost, 
and  beyond  the  terms  of  the  contract." 

"  Had  sufficient  security  been  taken  when 
making  the  advance  on  the  27th  November, 
(should  be  5th  October,  1857),  and  had  the 
terms  of  the  afji-eements  been  afterwards  en- 
forced, there  would  have  been  no  difficulty  in 
completing  the  Windsor  Branch  last  season, 
and  I  feel  satisfied  that  it  requires  but  theex- 
ertioij  of  the  proper  power  to  secure  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Truro  road  by  the  time  named, 
and  I  now  call  upon  the  Board  to  give  effect 
to  my  reports  or  tlie  result  must  entirely  rest 
with  themselves." 

The  document  next  in  order  is  a  letter  of 
9th  August,  from  Mr.  McNab  to  you,  which 
runs  as  follows  :  — 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  from 
the  Chief  Engineer  on  the  state  of  the  Main 
line  yet  to  be  completed  to  Truro.  If  the 
works  required  by  Mr.  Forman  are  done  with- 
in the  month  he  sees  no  difficulty  of  having 
the  line  open  by  November,  and  on  pointing 
out  to  the  Contractors  the  requirements,  they 
promise  to  put  on  a  sufficient  force  to  accom- 
plish that  object,  and  say  they  will  have  no 
difficulty  in  doing  so — but  from  past  exper- 
ience the  Board  do  not  place  implicit  depend- 
ence on  their  promises  ;  they  will,  however, 
urge  them  on  by  every  means  in  their  power, 
and  the  inspection  to  take  place  a  fortnight 
hence  will  show  if  they  are  in  earnest." 

"  The  Board  beg  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  concluding  part  of  the  report  from  which 
you  will  not  fail  to  perceive  the  difficulties 
that  have  been  and  are  still  existing  to  pre- 
vent the  completion  of  the  work,  and  they 
would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  Contrac- 
tors be  notified  that  unless  the  works  be  put 
in  running  order  by  the  time  named,  that 
their  claims  for  extras  will  not  be  entertained 
or  paid,  and  that  any  sum  due  from  that 
source  will  be  held  to  meet  the  damage  sus- 
tained for  want  of  the  road — this  is  the  only 
effectual  means  the  Board  know  of  by  which 
they  can  be  compelled  to  complete  their 
■v/orks." 


Letters  were  addressed  on  the  same  day  to 
MeMsrs.  .lolinHton  &  Blackie,  Hutherland  Ik, 
Sons,  and  Walker  Ac  Co.  us  follows  : — 

"  I  enclose  an  extract  from  the  report  of 
Mr.  Forman  to  the  Board,  of  work  required  to 
be  done  on  your  contract  (8—11.)  within  the 
month  of  August,  so  as  to  ensure  the  opening 
of  the  road  by  the  1st  of  November,  1858,  and 
as  this  has  been  arrivcil  at  after  a  oaret'ul 
inspection  and  you  concurring  that  there  was 
no  difficulty  in  having  the  works  required 
c  mnloted  within  the  time,  they  reijuire  and 
trust  that  you  will  use  every  energy  in  your 
power  to  accomplish  it,  and  liope  on  an  inspeu- 
ion  to  bo  made  next  week  such  an  amount  of 
work  will  be  found  done  as  to  insure  ltd  com- 
pletion within  the  time  .speciffed." 

On  the  l^th  August,  your  Deputy  address- 
ed a  letter  in  reply  to  Mr.  McNab's  letter  of 
the  '.tth  August — a  copy  of  which  I  have  not 
retained. — Its  purport,  however,  may  be 
gathered  from  mine  of  the  Kith  as  follows  : 

"  I  have  read  the  Deputy's  Secretary's 
letter  of  13th  August,  and  in  reply  I  have  to 
state  that  it  was  not  my  intention  to  imply 
neglect  or  reproof  by  the  tone  of  my  report, 
towards  the  Board,  as  such  a  course  would  be 
altogether  unsuitcd  to  our  relative  positions, 
but  simply  to  state  that  I  could  not  be  held 
responsible  for  the  completion  of  the  contracts 
unless  effect  was  given  to  n»y  reports,  and  the 
terms  of  tae  specification  cuforoed.  The 
Windsor  Branch,  and  the  difficulty  in  getting 
it  completed  last  year,  was  referred  to,  be- 
cause these  circumstances  were  stated  in  the 
Hon.  the  Provincial  Secretary's  letter  of  13th 
in  t.,  and  to  which  my  letter  is  now  in  part  u 
reply." 

"  The  Board  are  aware  that  I  have  all 
along  been  averse  to  continuing  the  works  in 
the  hands  of  several  of  the  present  con- 
tractors, and  especially  that  the  mode  adopt- 
ed to  complete  the  Windsor  branch,  and  main 
line  did  noc  agree  with  my  views  expressed 
time  after  time,  and  which  were  not  followed." 

"  I  have  considered  it  my  duty  to  carry 
out  the  wishes  of  the  Board  though  opposed 
to  my  expressed  opinions,  but  I  certainly  ob- 
ject to  any  responsibility  being  attached  to 
me,  as  to  the  result  of  these  views,  or  iu  the 
event  of  their  involving  additional  cost  in 
construction  " 

*'  The  treatment  the  inspectors  receive,  and 
the  removal  of  plant  by  the  contractors  Ik 
well  known  to  the  Board." 

On  the   I'Jth  Mr.   McNab  wrote  to    Mr. 
Keating  acquitting  mo  of  any  intention  to  re- 
flect on  the  Board,  and  stating  that  both  they 
and  the  Chief  Engineer  had  used  every  effor 
in  their  power,  (short  of  taking  the  work  ou 
of  the  hands  of  the  contractors)  to  push  for 
ward  the  works,  and  that  they  still  hoped   t 
overcome  all  difficulties,  and  open  the  line  t 
Truro  this  season. 

On  the  17th  having  inspected  the  main  l\v: 
in  company  with  a  member  of  the  Board,  ' 
sent  in  a  report  shewing  that  the  contractor 
in  the  week  ending  on  that  day,  had  falU 
far  short  of  the  quantities  they  had  engage  .. 
and  declared  it  was  easy  to  perform,  the  quai . 
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ttty  of  cxoaTivtions  ami  ballnsting  to  Ijc  done 
jiflr  week,  on  tlie  four  contracts  umler  niy  re- 
port of  nth  AuguHt  hcinn;  liO,!)!)!  cubic  yanls, 
and  the  actual  ((uantity  put  out  fur  the  week 
being  only  H,tib7  cubic  yiiidM, 

On  the  'J4th  the  meeting  toolc  place  between 
the  (jovcrnineiit  ami  the  (!omn»isaioners  and 
Kngineers,  which  is  refcri'ed  to  in  your  letter, 
and  from  which  I  retired  with   a  conviction, 

in  common  with  the  members  of  the  Board, 
that  the  numerous  objections  there  taken  had 
been  completely  refuted,  and  confidence  re- 
stored. 

You  may  judge  then  my  surprise,  and  that 
of  the  Board,  wlien  I  was  handed  your  letter 
oftheliOth  announcing  my  removal.  You 
state  in  that  ietter  that  every  facility  for 
iinishing  tlie  road  to  Truro  on  or  before  the 
tirst  day  of  November  next  was  at  my  com- 
mand. I  may  well  ask  you  what  is  the 
meaning  of  this  phrase — what  f  icility  hud  I, 
or  what  power  over  the  contractors  7  VVhut 
could  I  have  done  that  I  did  not  do  ?  Was  it 
possible  to  exercise  greater  diligence,  to  pay 
more  assidious  and  constant  attention  than 
these  reports  display '!  Could  these  be  moi't* 
explicit  or  more  importunate  ?  And  is  not 
the  only  facility  that  was  wanting,  the  facili- 
ty of  bringing  some  pressure  to  bear  upon 
the  contractors,  which  the  Government  ne- 
glected or  refused  to  apply. 

You  tell  me  every  facility  was  at  my  com- 
mand, and  you  withhold  the  only  fucility  I 
required. 

Tempted  from  an   independent  position    in 
the  Mother  Country,  where  I  was  known  and  i 
respected,  I  returned  to  my  native   Province  i 
in  the  hope  of  conferring  some  benetit  on  her, 
and   winning    some    reputation   for   mv'soif. 
The  Government  has  seen  lit,  without  a  mo- 
ments warning,   to    separate   me   from   the 
work,  to  which  an  earnest  and  conscientious 
purpose,  my  professional  skill,  of  which  the 
nad  itself  is  a  sufficient  index,  i>nd  my  be-ft 
energies   have   been  devoted  for   live   years.  , 
■\Vithout  an   hours  preparation,  and  on  the  i 
n  «.%'st  pretences,  you  have  cur  iff  the  ii  o  'tue 
ou  which  my  family   and   myself  depended. 
And  all  this  you  have  done  toaNovaticotinn, 
not  unworthy,  I  will  say,  of  the  esteem  of  his 
tellow  countrymen,  for  the  s>ke  of  a  stronger,  | 
about  to  be  entrusted  with  large  powers  und  i 
un  unlimited  discretion.  ! 

This  may  be  wise.     I  am  sure  it  is  not  just,  i 
My   fortune,   it  is  true,  you  and  your  col- 
leagues have  injured,  and  my  reputation  you 
have  done  your  best  to  destroy,  but  that  I 
believe  is  beyond  your  power. 

In  justice  to  myself  I  will  puli'ish  this  let-  ! 
ter  and  such  portions  of  the  correspondence  j 
as  may  be  necessary  to  elucidate  the  whole  | 
case.  For  my  part  I  have  nothing  to  conceal,  j 
but  court  the  fullest  and  most  searching  in-  i 
(juiry,  and  I  am  much  deceived  ifthinkinsr| 
men  of  all  parties  shall  not  be  found  to  re-  | 
sent,    and    tu   sympathise  warmly   with    m;  I 


natural  feeling  of  indignation  and  sorrow  at 
the  wrong  that  has  been  done  me. 
1  am,  8ir, 

Your  most  obdt.  servant,       .» 
J.   U.  FoRMAJf. 
The  lion,  the  Provincial  Secretary. 


HAr.iFA.\,  ;ird  Sept.,  18f»8. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Clifoniclr — 

Sill, — The  following  Itttor  in  reply  to  tlio 
Co/o/i  j.s/ Editorial  of  Tuesday  last  has  been 
refused  by  that  paper,  notwithstanding  the 
infamous  language  made  use  of  in  that  arti- 
cle. Under  ihe.'<o  circumstances,  will  you 
give  mespaceintheculumnsof  the  Cluonicle. 
I  am.  Sir, 
Your  oliedieiil  servant, 

J.   U.  F()U.MAN. 


'    ■'   '  Hai.iiax,  1st  Sept,  18')8.  ' 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Britiah  Colonist — 

Sir,— In  your  leading  article  on  Railway 
matters,  which  appeared  in  your  issue  of  8l8t 
•Vugust,  there  are  certain  statements  which  I 
cannot  allow  to  pass  unnoticed,  they  are  so 
distinctly  personal  attacks  upon  myself,  that 
I  must  claim  space  to  reply  iu  your  columns. 

You  assert  1st,  "  That  the  Governor  was 
trified  with  and  deceive<l  as  to  the  progress  of 
the  work  last  summer,  and  the  promised 
opening  of  the  line  to  Windsor.  Ultimately 
the  fact  was  revealed  that  Mr.  Formau  could 
never  have  intvuded  to  accomplish  that  ob- 
ject, as  no  preparations  were  made  on  the  line 
for  traflic,  nor  was  locomotive  power  provided 
to  work  it." 

This  statetnent  is  utterly  nntrue,  and  no 
one  knows  it  to  be  so  better  than  Doctor  Tup- 
per.  My  correspondence,  which  I  intend  to 
publish,  shows  that  the  whole  blame  rests  en- 
tirely witli  the  present  Government.  The 
Windsor  branch  last  year,  was  to  a  consider- 
able extent  taken  out  of  my  hands,  and  Mr. 
-MoBse,  at  the  special  retjuest  of  the  Govern- 
ment, was  placed  in  charge  of  it  with  in- 
structions to  report  the  progress  made,  and 
with  every  facility,  so  'ar  as  1  wasccncerned, 
at  his  command,  and  with  no  other  duties  to 
perform,— his  remonstrances  failed  to  secure 
the  c<iiiipletion  of  this  branch,  notwitiistand- 
iiig  the  many  favorable  reports  subipitted  by 
liim. 

The  contractors  at  this  time  had  the  com- 
plete control  of  the  works,  they  were  using 
gratis  the  engines  and  cars  belonging  to  the 
I'rrirince,  they  were  holding  frequent  confer- 
ences with  members  of  the  Government  and 
the  Board,  entertaining  the  latter  with  pro- 
mises never  to  be  realized  ;  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  affording  the  Government  au  excuse 
ibr  casting  aside  my  authority  reports  were 
circulated,  that  I  had  determined  that  the 
line  should  not  be  opened,  and  this  state  of 
matters  continued  So  lung  as  there  remaim-d 
an  engine  on  the  road  to  be  destroyed  by  the 
contractors. 

2iiil.  "  The  testimony  of  the  late  Chiaf  Fn- 
giiieer  before  the  Railway  Coiiimittee,  itself, 
]iroved  tl|:it  he  Io<'atpd  the  Railway  to  Wind 
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8or  eontrary  tu  tli«  valuable  dcciBlon  of  Wight- 
innn,  Cliesborough,  Sykes  and  Ueattic." 

I  wnH  not  bound  to  take  any  one's  opinion, 
no  matten  how  valuable  you  may  think  it, 
but  the  Government  well  know  that  all  the 
explorations  made  by  the  above  Engineeifl, 
wore  under  consideration,  and  full  advantage 
taken  of  them  before  the  position  of  the  pre- 
sent branch  was  deturniine<l.  As  each  Kngi 
ueer  had  a  lineof  his  own,  probably  you  could 
tell  which  decision  was  most  valuable.  Ihia 
Rubject  has  been  considered  in  the  corres- 
pondence referred  to. 

3rd.  You  .'ftate,  "  Worse  than  this,  from 
his  own  statements  it  can  be  shewn  that  he 
certified  as  fifdshed  a  contract  of  Cameron's 
contrary  to  fuct,  and  paid  him  thousands  of 
pounds  for  work  whi'h  he  had  nut  done,  be- 
sides other  acts  of  favoritism  of  no  small 
amount,  which  have  been  recently  repaid  by 
Mr.  Ciiineron  pulling  from  oK  to  100  of  his 
navvies  against  the  Government." 

The  Chairman  of  the  Railway  Board  can 
testify  to  the  utter  untruthfulness  of  these 
statements.  Mr.  Cameron's  works  were  paid 
for  as  they  advanced,  and  on  the  measurements 
and  reports  of  the  resident  Engineers,  the 
proper  deductions  being  made,  and  approved 
of  by  the  Board,  until  his  contract  should  be 
finished.  The  remainder  of  the  paragraph  is 
beneath  notice. 

4th.  •'  And  the  Chronicle  day  by  day  ob- 
tains from  him,  and  through  him,  grounds 
fur  assault  upon  the  Adminis; ration  who  have 
struggled  in  vain  to  get  him  to  discharge  bis 
duty  with  faithfulness  and  vigor." 

It  would  not  be  easy  to  string  more  false- 
hoods together  than  are  contained  in  the 
above  paragraph.  1  distinctly  deny  ever 
having,  during  the  whole  period  I  held  oflice, 
contributed  directly  or  indirectly  to  the  col- 
umns of  any  newspaper,  or  of  having  in  any 
way  whatever  furnished  grounds  for  assault 
upon  the  Administration.  The  Government 
knows  that  it  never  assiirted  me  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  my  office,  but  on  tho 
contrary  threw  every  obstacle  in  my  way. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  turn  certain 
statements  in  Mr.  Howe's  speech  at  Windsor 
into  an  admission  that  the  Railway  was  in 
ueed  of  an  able  and  energetic  engineer. 

You  rapresent  Mr.  Howe  as  saying,  "that 
nearly  £20,000  more  had  been  paid  to  the 
contractors  than  they  were  entitled  to  under 
their  contracts,  a  sum  large  enough  to  cover 
all  they  could  justly  claim  even  assuming 
they  were  entitled  to  some  considenition. 
Thii  startling  fact  concealed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, never  reported  by  the  Committee,  in- 
duced the  House  to  resolve  that  no  more 
money  should  be  paid  to  the  Contractors  till 
the  roads  were  finished."  "In  defiance  of 
that  resolution  the  Government  has  been 
paying  money  to  those  contractors  all  sum- 


mer." On  this  you  remark,  "  what  will 
our  readers  say  when  with  these  two  statr- 
ments  before  them  we  assert  the  Government 
never  piid  the  contractors  a  shilling,  that 
the  money  that  was  advanced  to  them  was 
paid  by  the  Board  on  the  recommendation  of 
Mr.  Forman,  and  that  this  money,  which  Mr. 
Howe  declares  has  been  paid  to  them  this 
summer  improperly  in  defiance  of  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House,  has  been  paid  by  the 
Board  on  the  oertihoate  of  the  Chief  Engi- 
neer." But  I  ask, — what  will  your  readers 
say  when  I  tell  them,  that  these  large  sums 
of  money  have  been  paid  without  any  certi- 
HoateK  under  tho  contracts,  that  the  present 
Government  made  alterations  on  the  Con- 
tracts, and  I  was  then  called  upon  as  Engi- 
neer, contrary  to  my  expressed  opinions,  to 
give  certificates  in  aoourdanoe  with  these  al- 
terations. That  some  of  the  contractors  have 
been  paid  on  account  of  their  olainis  under 
instructions  conveyed  direct  to  the  Board  by 
Mr.  Laurie,  before  the  sections  were  com- 
pleted, and  that  the  Contractors  often  trans- 
acted their  business  with  the  Board  through 
members  of  the  Government,  instead  ot  with 
the  Board  through  tho  Engineer,  and  that 
whenever  they  dedired  it,  Government  pres- 
sure was  exerted  in  their  behalf. 

You  say  als</  "  Does  not  every  body  know 
how  anxious  ;he  Oovernioent  expressed  itself 
to  have  the  wharf  at  Windsor  put  into  a  con- 
dition that  would  not  excite  the  curses — 
deep  if  not  loud— of  the  pas.senger8  to  and 
from  St.  John.  Nothing  oould  be  accom- 
plished to  remove  that  fertile  and  just  oause 
of  attack  from  the  opposition  press."  O-i 
this  subject  there  is  a  story  to  be  told,  and  it 
is  this  : — A  Member  of  the  Government  about 
the  time  and  immediately  before  the  Hants 
election  ordered  some  work  to  be  given  to 
Mr.  MacDonald  at  Windsor.  On  this  being 
represented  to  me,  owing  to  the  attitude  ab- 
sumed  by  that  contraotor  and  the  unfatisfiic- 
tory  condition  of  his  sections,  I  remonstrated 
with  the  Board,  and  stated  that  this  work 
ought  to  be  done  by  tender  and  oontraot. 
The  Board  felt  the  force  of  my  remarks,  but 
did  nut  feel  themselves  in  a  position  to  resist 
the  pressure  brought  to  bei^r  upon  them,  and 
the  alternative  which  they  considered  best 
was  to  reduce  the  work  to  the  smallest  pos- 
sible quantity,  in  the  expectation  that  the 
contractor  would  quit  the  ground  and  leave 
them  free  to  pursue  that  course  which  re- 
commended itself  as  proper  and  fur  tho  inter- 
est of  the  Province. 

I  am  not  a  party  to  the  transactions  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  Board,  nei- 
ther am  I  responsible  fur  doings  over  which 
I  had  no  control. 

I  am  Sir, 
,     Your  ot>edient  servant, 

J.  R.  FOBMAN. 
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Letter  from  Mr.  Forman  to  the  Right  Hon'ble 
the  Earl  of  Mulgrave. 


Halifax,  Ootoliev  Sth,  1858. 
Mt  Lonn, — 

As  I  urn  not  a  profossionil  pleader,  it  can- 
not ti(i  suppoHpil  that  ill  this  (Jfj).iitiiiciit  oC 
iueiit:»'  fxti'cisu  I  mil  eiiual  to  a  coiitnivfr.sy 
with  the  Attorney  Qeucnil,  and  nblo  fully  to 
expose  the  Hophistry  of  the  argmncut  ivl- 
viiiict'd  in  his  letter  to  Your  Lordship,  dated 
the  11th  September,  an  I  puhlisheil  by  per- 
mission ill  the  Royal  Gazsltc  of  tiio  loth, 
and  Mub^eijiiently  in  the  Voluiiint  nev\ripnpcr; 
nevertheless,  feeling  convinced  that  truili  is 
in  all  oases  sure  to  prevail,  and  kuowing  the 
charged  made  ag  linst  luy  skill  and  attention 
to  my  professional  duties  to  be  false  and 
totally  without  foundation,  and  to  be  urged 
mainly  f'T  the  purpose  of  glossing  over  a 
grosis  uot  of  injustice,  doubly  discreditable  by 
the  detertiiiuitioti  evinced  to  lower  my  pro- 
fessional 8taiidiu;f,  I  feel  it  a  duty  I  owo  to 
myself  and  to  those  whom  Providence  has 
made  dcp'Hident  upon  me,  to  reply  to  this 
letter  fi'oin  Mr.  Jolinston,  and  I  will  be  much 
surprised  if  Your  Lordship,  before  this  mat- 
ter is  ended,  do  not  arrive  at  the  conclusion 
now  held  by  thinking  men  oiall  parties,  that 
the  deed  perpetrated  liy  the  GovernmenL  in 
my  dismissal,  is  too  flagrant  not  to  ctill  duwn 
a  speedy  and  just  rotributiun. 

Mr.  Johnston's  statement,  "  that  the  de- 
tached passages,"  as  he  is  pleased  to  call  the 
copious  extracts  introduced  in  uiy  'etter  of  'he 
1st  S^'ptember,  to  the  Governuieut,  "piaco 
the  subject  in  an  imperfect  and  erroneous  as- 
pect, and  that  this  letter,  with  another  dated 
rird  oti::ei)tember,  contain  imputaiions  against 
the  Government  which  are  entirely  without 
founiiaiion,"  Vour  Lordjhip  will  see  by  re- 
ferring to  these  letters,  the  correspondence 
published  in  the  Gazette,  and  the  explana- 
tions I  am  about  to  give,   is   unwarrantable. 

A'o  doubt  the  Members  of  Government 
would  permit  n<y  complaint.')  as  a  dismissed 
oUicer  to  remain  unnotioed,  however  just 
these  complaints  might  be,  were  thoy  not  in- 
lluenced  by  their  personal  interest  ;  their 
(ieparture,  therefore,  from  what  they  term 
their  usual  c  iurse,  is  of  little  value  in  my 
estimation,  and  if  Mr.  Johnston  bad  given 
as  his  reason  for  publishing  his  wordy  vin- 
dication, the  interest  the  present  members  of 
Government  had  in  their  ollices,  instead'  of 
-he  deep  stake  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia  Lave 
ia  the  Uailway,  I,  as  well  as  others,  would 
more  readily  believe  him. 

Mr.  Johnstou  tells  Your  Lordship  "  that 
the  prei;eut  Executive  Council  determined  to 
continue  the  construction  of  the  Railway  in 
the  hands  ol"  those  who  Lad  sustained  the 


fiolicy  ID  which  it  had  ori.j!;ina'cd,  or  who  had 
loen  entrusted  with  it.s  execution  by  the  late 
Government,  and  they  petseverod  in  their 
course  as  long  as  it  was  possible."  in  this 
ackrowledgement  v,e  have  in  some  measure  a 
solution  of  the  Uailway  mitnian  ipement  since 
the  present  Government  came  into  olllte,  the 
members  of  whiidi  had  not  ln-i  n  the  promo- 
ters but  the  oppcseis  of  the  Uaihray  policy, 
and  it  is  adinittcd  that  thi'ir  ancient  hostility 
has  at  least  been  manifested  b^'  their  indill'er- 
ence  to  its  sucoes-s  ;  under  whnt  other  suppo- 
sition can  wp  understand  Mr.  Johnsti  u,  whin 
he  states  tliat  in  giving  his  advice  to  \hv 
Board,  he  always  reraindel  them,  "  that  the 
authority  and  responsibility  rested  withthem 
and  that  Lis  op'nions  were  entitled  to  no 
more  wei[;ht,  than  the  value  they  might  set 
upon  them."  Will  Mr.  John.ston  txjd  lin 
why  ho  was  placed  at  the  he  id  cift'io  Govern- 
ment? Docs  he  not  know  that  it  was  absi,- 
lutely  necessary  for  the  Board  to  hiwo  it 
legal  adviser  upon  whom  they  could  dei.'ond. 
and  who  would  take  the  responsibility  of  ad- 
vising and  keeping  thcra right  in  carryinifoui. 
the  contracts,  and  direct  the  proper  c  Jui-  o  to 
be  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  urging  for.vur  ! 
the  works  and  securing  compliance  witn  .ho 
Engineer's  Ueports.  This  absence  of  le^;.!,'  ar- 
vioo  and  want  of  hearty  co-operation  iju  th.' 
part  of  the  Government,  was  the  ir'g'a 
of  many  of  the  dillicultics  the  Boar  I 
had  to  contend  with,  and  emboldened  the 
Contractors  to  assume  in  the  first  in.'-tance 
that  position  which  rendered  subsoquent 
exertion  on  the  part  of  the  Board  unavailing. 
The  Board  did  not  possess  the  power,  nor 
had  they-  under  the  present  Government  the 
moral  weight  which  the  importance  of  their 
duties  required  ;  and  had  this  condition  of 
aliairs  existed  at  an  earlier  stage  of  the  work, 
the  railways  could  not  have  been  completed 
for  years,  nor  without  a  much  larger  sacri- 
fice if  capital.  Mr.  Johnston  and  the  other 
members  of  the  Executive  should  have  iden- 
tified themselves  with  the  Board — they  sliould 
have  strengthened  and  encouraged  both  them 
and  me  in  the  discharge  of  our  respective 
duties,  and  inquired  into  and  heard  our  ex* 
planations,  instead  of  listening  to  complaints 
irom  the  Contractors  and  their  Counsel :  they 
would  thus  have  secured  mutual  ccnfidence, 
and  been  able  to  judge  of  the  dilHculties  of 
our  t-  isition  and  of  the  exertions  that  wore 
made.  But  on  the  supposition  that  the  Go- 
vernmeut  did  intend  to  carry  out  the  views 
of  tlioir  predeccs.sors,  how  is  it  that  they 
began  by  altering  the  constitution  of  the 
BoaiJ,aiid  reducing  it  from  six  members  tc 
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three?  This  was  Bhort-siglitcd,  and  matcri- 
aUy  affected  ihe  eiiiciency  of  the  management. 
So  ctleotive  was  the  management  under  the 
fust  I'oard,  that  there  is  not  one  of  its  mem- 
bers who  will  not  state  that  previous  to  the 
au.ent  of  the  present  Government,  there  was 
no  difficulty  in  getting  the  works  pushed  for- 
ward, and  though  the  llailway  was  coin 
inenced  under  the  most  unfivorable  circum- 
stances, as  regards  both  the  labor  and  appli- 
ances found  in  the  country,  the  Engineeiing 
skill  was  always  saiacient,  and  the  public 
cannot  account  for  the  substquent  difhcultics 
and  delays  otherwise  than  by  admitting  a 
change  of  policy  on  <he  part  of  the  Adminis 
tration.  Had  the  Board  continued  as  origin- 
ally constituted,  its  iniliieuce  would  have 
been  felt,  even  by  the  Governn?cnt,  and  con- 
jointly with  the  Executive  power  thus  lirouglit 
to  bear  upon  the  work,  have  secure !  a  very 
different  result. 

Mr.  Johnston  makes  the  Engineer  the 
leader  and  director  of  the  Board,  instead  of 
which  the  Board,  not  the  Engineer,  is  the 
constituted  manager.  My  duties,  under  the 
contracts,  were  to  direct  the  works,  superin- 
tend the  construction,  and  report  to  the 
Bo.ard  verbally  or  by  written  communication, 
which  was  done  almost  daily  ;  the  power  of 
enforcing  the  Contracts  remained  with  the 
Board. 

It  was  ihe  duty  of  the  Attorney  General  to 
supply  the  legal  advice,  construe  th.e  terms  of 
the  agreements,  and  point  out  the  course  to 
be  followed  in  case  of  ditlicuiti'^s  with  the 
Contractors.  All  the  members  of  Govern- 
ment should  have  interested  themselves  in  the 
whole  proceedings. 

The  Attorney  General  tells  ■.  '-at  he  was 
BO  careful  in  giving  his  advice,  .  it  ho  c'lU- 
tionod  the  Board  against  adopting  it  ;  and 
yet  I  am  dismissed  on  pretendeu  grounds  of 
incompetency,  contrary  to  the  unanimous 
opinion  and  desire  of  the  same  Board,  ex- 
pressed immediate'y  before  and  after  my  dis- 
missal. Surely,  Mr.  Johnston  must  admit, 
under  these  circumstancps,  I  have  good  rea- 
sons for  complaining  of  the  harsh  and  unjas-t 
proceedings  of  the  Government,  and  to  duubt 
the  honesty  of  his  statements.  The  Board 
records  its  opinion  of  my  "  unwearied  dili- 
gence, energy  and  skill  ;" — and  who  so  well 
able  to  judge  of  m/  qualifications  as  the 
Commissioners  :  ihe  duties  of  my  office,  and 
the  way  in  which  these  were  performed,  were 
well  known  to  them  ;  they  knew  that  all  t!ie 
Engineering  difliculties  of  any  importance 
bad  been  surmounted,  and  that  to  com- 
plete the  road  to  Truro,  only  required  a 
ifew  operations  of  detail,  and,  as  far  as  time 
was  concerned,  rested  wliolly  upon  the  simple 
act  of  employing  a  few  hundred  la)xirers, 
more  or  less.  They  could  not  but  feel  that 
the  objecl'ona  urged  ngiinst  me  were  (utile 
and  unjust,  and  for  other  objects  than  the  in- 
terests of  tiie  public  service,  and  they  would 
not,  therefore,  allow  any  unfiir  blame  to  be 
fas,;"ned  upon  me,  even  at  the  instance  of  the 
(rovcmment,  and  to  secure  themselves,  though 
this  was  urgL'd  upcu  them  on  more  occasions 


than  one.  Mr.  ^IcNab,  in  his  letter  of  the 
10th  August,  assured  the  Government  tliat  I 
had  "  used  ♦•■"ery  ellort  to  carry  out  tl;e  views 
of  the  Board,"  and  tliey  were  satisfied  with 
my  explanations,  "  beinji  perfectly  awaie 
that  such  had  boen  the  case." 

The  Attorney  General  calls  the  uttontion  of 
your  Lord'  hip  to  weekly  reports  being  re- 
qu'red,  jvhen,  at  the  same  time,  he  Avell 
knows  that,  reports  have  been  daily  made 
since  thti  Railway  had  an  existence,  and  that 
ailtlie  informition  furuii-hedby  theofi'  'ers  on 
the  line  was  r.gularly  submitted  to  the  Board. 
Allusion  is  made  to  the  distiibution  of  the 
rails  and  other  iron  nhmg  the  line  to  Truro 
These  materials  were  delivered  by  the  Board 
to  the  (.'ontractor.^',  to  be  carted  to  the  works 
by  tiiem,  and  the  carriage  and  labor  W!ts  in- 
-"ludcd  in  the  contiact  price  ;  if  the  Contrac- 
tors did  not  deposit  them  at  the  proper  place», 
they  themselves  are  to  blame,  and  the  loss  is 
tlioirs.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  deli- 
very of  the  materials  ;  this  business  was  un- 
dertaken by  the  Chairman,  and  the  parties 
in  chirge  of  the  tralfic. 

It  is  not  the  case  tliat  ther<i  was  any  defi- 
ciency of  locomotive  power  or  accommodii- 
tion  works  ;  these  things  were  duly  cared  for. 

This  charge  v-as  r.iiaed  before,  when  the 
following  answer  was  given  by  Mr.  McN;ib  in 
Ills  letter  of  the  30th  June  to  the  Provuicial 
Secretary : 

"  The  Board  would  respectfully  state  that 
thv)  i-equirements  of  the  road  have  been  met 
so  far  as  was  pracfcable.  The  Government 
are  aware  that  two  locomotives  shipped  a^ 
Glasgow  wei'o  lost,  as  well  as  one  shipped 
more  recently  at  Portland.  Locomotive 
power  has  also  been  supplied  to  the  Contrac- 
tors to  facilitate  their  works  ;  this  could  ri.>t 
be  anticipated,  as  they  wore  required  by  the 
terms  of  the  Contracts  to  supply  their  own 
rolling  stock." 

And  with  this  opinion,  Mr.  McNab  for- 
warded my  letter  of  the  26th  June,  which 
contained  the  following  passages  : 

"  In  my  letter  of  the  7th  April,  1855,  it 
is  stated  tliat  from  the  nature  of  the  business 
to  be  brought  along  the  line,  it  is  evident  that 
the  passengers  and  goods  can,  at  least,  fur 
some  time,  be  conveyed  by  the  sane  train, 
with  as  much  advantage  to  the  public  an' 
greater  economy  in  working  the  line  than  by 
separating  them.  The  engines  specificl  and 
recommended  at  that  time  were  four,  similar 
to  the  largest  description  on  the  road.  These 
wore  considered  suliioient,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  '  Miydower,'  'Sir  Gaspard,'  an! 
'  Joseph  Howe,'  to  commence  working  tin* 
road  between  Wimlsor  and  Grand  Lfikc  ;  and 
no  provision  was  made  fur  supplying  the 
Contractors  with  locomotives,  they  being  re- 
quii'e  I  in  their  Contracts  to  provide  their  own 
rolling  stock." 

"Tlio  Board  are  aware  that  only  two  of 
those  large  eogiiios  have  beun  delivered,  and 
that  this  reduced  stock  is  now  taxed  to 
w.'vk  th'}  road  to  Win  isor  and  Truro  Road 
Station — ten  miles  beyond  Grand  Lake, — be- 
sides supplying   haulage  for  Contractors,  in 
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ballasting,  and  for  other  purposes  on  the 
\Viiidrioi'  IJniuch  and  the  Miiiu  Line  to  the 
serious  pennaneut  injm'j  of  tlie  n.lling  stock. 
I  am  satisfit'd  that  the  Uoard,  with  tlie  Ijnow- 
Iv'  Igc  they  have  lierived  from  experience,  can 
nuw  certify  that  this  estimate  was  ample  for 
the  length  detiiif  J,  aud  the  class  of  engines 
reoommeuded  are  lu  every  way  suited  to  the 
line  " 

•' On  the  10th  December,  1857,  I  advised 
that  irix  more  lucomotivcs  be  ordered  to  be 
delivered  this  summer.  The  board  are  a  rare 
that  iu  tills  department,  as  well  as  in  all 
others,  tliere  was  every  desire  to  economise 
to  the  utmost.  When  tliere  is  an  unlimited 
supply  01  rolling  sttck  on  hand,  it  will  be 
found  not  to  be  so  tconomically  worked  as 
when  it  bears  a  legitinnite  proportion  to  the 
demands  of  the  traffic." 

"  The  turning  tables  required  at  present 
for  the  road  to  Windsor  and  Truro,  arc  ciiher 
erected  or  ready  to  be  put  up.  Mr.  Lamont 
was  at  one  time  under  orders  to  build  the 
ta  le.s  at  Truro  and  tiie  Junction,  but  tiiey 
\ver<!  C'juutermanded,  as  his  services  were  re- 
ijuirtd  at  the  Stewiackc  bridge.  I  was  anx- 
ious that  the  foundations  of  all  the  tabli  s 
should  bo  entrusted  to  him,  as  he  had  been 
eaiploved  on  the  Windsor  one,  and  knows 
well  what  is  wanted.  There  is  ample  time  to 
have  them  erected  before  the  opening  of  the 
road  to  Truro,  and  after  Mr.  Lament's  ser- 
vices can  be  dispensed  with  at  S:cwiacke." 

"  All  the  buildings,  sidings,  water  ianks, 
sites  of  way  stations,  &c.,  throughout  the 
while  extent  of  the  line  to  Windsor  and 
Truro  road  are  coinjdeted  so  far  as  I'ei.juiriil, 
with  some  tritiing  exceptions,  and  the  tr^iffic 
lia-j  no  in  any  way  been  inconvenienced  by 
any  want  of  i-uch  accommodation.  Onewood- 
bhetl  has  t)een  esectedon  the  Wind.-  )r  Btauuh, 
iiud  two  others  are  under  contract." 

"  There  can  be  no  greater  mistake  than  to 
construct  many  sidiufis,  and  other  aocomaio- 
daiion  woiks  before  a  road  is  fnirly  opened 
fi.r  iratlic,  and  the  necessities  of  the  trade 
demat!.d  them. 

* '  To  complete  stations  and  depots  pre- 
vious to  openinjj  the  road,  is  to  ha.e  a  large 
capital  wnpn  Utably  laid  out  ;  and  aa  a  con- 
sideialle  period  mi'st  elapse  aiter  a  railway 
is  rendy  fur  use,  before  any  great  increase  of 
trallij  can  take  place.  I  am  certain  that  it 
will  be  found  aniversHlly  the  practice  on 
railway  lines  to  have  a  large  p.  riidn  of  such 
Wuik  incomplete  at  the  openiig.  bt sides  tbn 
facility  that  the  llailway  alfiaiU  for  Iran.'iport 
in>:  uovteriais,  furtiiLT  reduces  the  cost  and 
is  illastratfd  at  the  present  moment,  in  the 
case  ot  tlio  worksho[)8  row  in  the  course  of 
erection  at  Kiclimond,  as  well  as  iu  many 
oilur  iust.incrs  along  tiie  road," 

The  I'rovinci.  1  Secretary  on  the  5th  of 
Jul\ ,  in  reply  to  those  letters,  txpressrs  tlio 
Lieuieuaui  Uovernor's  a;ratiticition  at  learn- 
ing "  that  the  lioard  entertain  the  opinion, 
tir'.t  Mr.  t'onuan  has  done  all  Mjut  coidd  be 
donp,  under  the  circumstances,  to  promote  j 
and  tii>,ililafo  the  works  under  ids  charjre."  I 
I'ue  co.iiplaiuts  mvde  at  t'.is  time  I  had  fully 


answered,  and  the  Government  felt  that  it 
was  unjustifiable,  to  base  such  strong  lan- 
guage ns  they  had  then  used,  upon  so  slight  i» 
rbundatiou,  as  the  memorandum  of  things 
submitted  by  Mr.  Laurie  ;  but  notwithstand- 
ing, the  Attorney  General  now  goes  back  to 
the  very  points  here  treated  about  and  dis- 
poseil  of,  and  attempts  to  vindicate  my  dis- 
missal upon  grounds,  which  the  Government 
in  fact  had  abandoned  as  untenable. 

After  the  above  correspondence,  and  to 
cover  his  retreat,  the  Provincial  Secretary, 
then,  for  the  first  time,  in  July,  comments 
upon  the  evidence  taken  before  th?  Railway 
Committie  in  April,  and  I  f  el  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  give  a  wider  circulation  to  my  reply, 
which  was  as  follows  :  — 
*•  Nova  Scotia  Railway,  Engineer's  OfTioe. 
Halifax,  17th  July,  1868. 

Sir, — I  have  read  the  Hon.  the  Provincial 
Secretary'sj  letter  of  the  5th  iust.,  and  is  it 
seem.'j  to  be  thought  that  suliicient  cave  had 
not  been  observed  iu  selecting  the  Windsor 
Branch,  I  trust  His  Excellentiy  the  Lieuten- 
ant Governor  will  excuse  my  making  the  fol- 
lowing explanations,  which  I  feel  to  he  the 
more  necessary  from  the  fact  that  the  Windsor 
Branch  was  laid  out  under  a  former  Admi- 
nistration, and  it  cannot  be  suppose!  that 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  explorations 
made  at  that  time  are  fully  known  to  the 
members  of  the  present  Executive  Council. 

I  have  theref-re  to  explain  that  before  de- 
termining upou  the  adopted  line,  sections 
were  carefully  and  aourately  made  through 
all  the  valleys  lying  between  Halifax  and 
Windsor,  embrac  ng  a  track  of  country  about 
fifty  miles  in  breadth,  and  including  trial 
sections  down  the  Saokville,  Meander  and 
Nine  Mile  F.ivers.  Thi  results  of  these  were 
communicated  to  the  Government  and  tho 
.V.^sembly  in  my  report  of  '2ihh  January,  J8oG 
The  route  by  t!ie  tnne  Mde  River,  as  contras- 
ted with  the  route  preferred  hy  the  Coajmis- 
sionersand  myself,  and  finally  adopted,  would 
have  involved  an  additional  rise  of  100  feet, 
tbe  relative  total  ri?e  of  the  two  being  G30 
and  530  f  et,  but  what  is  of  still  more  conse- 
quence, it  would  have  lengthen^'il  the  road 
te  Windsor  by  no  les^s  thin  '2'2  miles,  to  that 
extent  and  iu  all  time  coming  affecting  the 
tralii ;  1  e' ween  the  Western  Counties  and  the 
Capital,  and  raising  the  cost.  It  was  thig 
coiisideration  maiidy  which  iuduced  the  Com- 
mit'ee  of  the  House  of  Ahseudilyin  1855,  after 
tall  inquiry,  to  recomnicud  the  house  to  deter- 
mine that  the  wisest  course  to  pursue  was  to  al- 
low the  Railway  Coinmi'sior.ers  and  their  En 
gineers  to  settle  anil  dt-c'de  upon  the  proper 
route.  This  they  did  wiih  a  full  knowledge  of 
the  difficulties  to  be  encouniered  and  the  cost. 
But  it  must  be  romomb'.  red  that  'ho  district 
lying  between  Halifix  and  Windsor  is  unfa- 
vourable for  cheaply  constructed  roads — it  is 
rocky  and  and  broken,  and  intersected  by 
numerous  lakes;  the  streams  are  subjected  to 
sudden  ohang  a,  accumpanie  I  at  certains  sea- 
sons by  large  quantities  of  floating  ice,  the 
valleys  are  crooked  and  narrow,  and  the  fea- 
tures otherwise  are  so   uupropitions,  that  I 
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felt  grat!f5cl  ami  relieved  upon  tliscoverinfr 
the  prtscnt  line,  and  my  opinion  in  this  re- 
spect, remains  unchango.d. 

The  grading  on  a  road  is  determined  by 
the  niture  of  the  country  traversed.  Were 
it  di'sirt'd  it  would  be  impossible  to  construct 
a  railway  with  heavy  inclinations  in  the  Mid- 
land Counties  of  England,  and  quite  impos- 
sible to  make  one  level  in  many  parts  of  Soot- 
land.  Between  Ililifax  and  Windsor  there  is 
a  summit  of  at  least  uOO  feet,  besides  the  in- 
equalities in  the  surface  above  referred  to, 
and  under  these  conditions  the  inclmationa 
are  as  good  as  could  reasonably  uave  been 
expected. 

Ou  English  Railways  grades  of  80,  100  and 
even  as  high  as  200  feet  per  mi'e  are  common. 
The  Caledonian  Railway,  connecting  Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow,  and  the  North  of  Scotland 
with  England,  and  acknowledged  to  be  one 
of  the  best  constructed  rcadc  in  Great  Britain 
has  a  continuous  grade  on  the  main  trunk  of 
72  feet  per  mile  for  a  distance  of  seven  miles. 
The  grades  on  the  Lane  ister  and  Carlisle 
railway  are  equally  heavy,  and  on  some  of 
the  branches  uf  the  North  British  they  are 
made  steeper.  On  the  Glasgow  and  South 
Western,  on  the  Wilsontown,  the  B.ithgate 
and  the  Glasgow  and  Barrhead  railways, 
grades  of  from  50  to  80  feet  per  mile  are 
common,  whilst  on  the  Windsor  Branch  the 
heaviest  crade  m  one  direction  is  72  feet,  and 
in  the  other  G4  feet  per  mile. 

I  mention  the  above  instances  from  my 
own  personal  knowledge  and  acquaintance 
with  the  roads,  and  from  their  being  amongst 
the  btJrt  constructed  railways  in  the  world. 

The  alignment  of  the  Windsor  Branch  also 
bears  a  favourable  comparison  with  other 
railways.  After  leaving  Bedford  Basin  there 
are  few  curves  with  a  less  radius  th-in  thirty 
chains — such  a  curve  would  under  certain 
conditions,  ba  aduiis.sible  on  any  first  class 
road. 

The  dioiance  between  the  Junction  and 
Windsor  as  an  a  ir  line  is  28]  miles,  by  the  rail- 
way it  is  314  miles,  showing  only  an  increase 
of  2]  mi's^  over  the  straight  line.  The  dis- 
tance traversed  acrofs  the  rocky  and  barren 
district  i"^  thus  reduced  to  almost  the  lowest 
possible  limits,  nnd  the  shortest  and  best  road 
notwithstanding  has  bien  sccjrel. 

The  shore  round,  Bedfont  Basin  is  very 
irregular,  the  indentatioi^s  made  by  the  coves 
extend  a  consiilerable  distance  into  the  high 
laud,  and  the  sIktc  shelves  off  quickly,  ma- 
king deep  water  within  short  distances.  To 
have  constructed  the  railway  further  iulan'l, 
while  it  would  have  cntaile  1  a  much  higher 
cost,  would  have  greatly  impaired  the  advan- 
tages to  the  public,  by  withholding  an  easy 
and  cheap  conveyanf:e  for  the  products  of  an 
extensive  and  valujible  back-country  to  the 
sea.  The  road  as  now  laid  out  gives  the  fiid 
benefit  of  the  basin  for  almost  its  entire  length 
and  this  feature  though  not  yet  understood  or 
appreciated,  and  sometimes  urged  as  an  ob- 
jection, while  it  ought  to  be  viewed  as  a  re- 
commend" tion,  will  eventua'ly  be  felt  to  be 
one  of  great  importance     Owing  to  the  prox- 


imity of  this  portion  of  the  road  to  the  Halifax 
Terminus,  facilities  for  h'gh  rates  of  spwd  are 
not  so  necessary  as  on  sections  more  t emote; 
the  curvature  on  this  account  is  of  the  Irs.'* 
importance,  but  notwithstanding,  as  the  line 
is  extremely  wal!  bui'.t  it  will  admit  of  almost 
any  rate  of  travelling  with  absolute  safety. 

As  the  power  of  the  large  locomotives  has 
been  inadvertently  underestimated,  I  take 
this  opportunity  of  explaining  that  whon  these 
cylinder,  engines  were  ordered,  the  size  of  the 
leniith  of  stroke,  ami  diarae'cr  of  driving 
wheels  were  specified ;  these  dimensions  sluml  I 
fix  the  power;  the  apportioning  of  the  weight 
on  the  bearings  is  a  matter  of  detail  gcner.il- 
ly  left  with  the  maker.  Observing  they  were 
est' mated  to  carry  fifteen  tons  ou  the  driving 
wheels,  and  possessing  no  means  of  ascertain- 
ing the  accuracy  of  this  estimate  on  the 
spot,  I  requested  the  maker  to  have  them 
weighod,  and  the  result  as  reporttd  to  me 
was  found  to  be  eighteen  tons.  These  engines 
are,  in  my  opinion,  sufficient  for  a  mixeil 
traffic,  and  it  is  for  this  they  are  intended. 
The  ttvo  small  engines  "  Sir  Qaspard"  and 
"  Joseph  Howe"  were  in  the  first  instance  to 
work  the  trains  round  Bedford  Basin,  and 
subsequently  to  run  light  trains  on  any  pitt 
of  tlie  road,  and  it  was  believed  thattwosucU 
engines  could  always  be  profitably  employed 
on  a  road  one  liundred  miles  long.  Tlie  di- 
mensions of  the  •'  Maytiower"  were  fixed  by 
the  locomotive  superintendent  in  the  Uni  ed 
States,  and  I  knew  nothing  of  her  power  be- 
fore she  was  pl.aced  on  the  road;  she  is,  how- 
ever a  good  engine,  and  well  suited  for  many 
purposes  When  it  became  necessary  to  sup- 
ply power  for  a  heavy  mineral  or  large  goods 
tr.iffic,  it  was  my  intention  to  specify  a  pro- 
per goods  engine,  but  it  wouhl  be  premature 
to  introduce  these  engines  at  pri  sent.  Tlie 
engines  under  construction  by  Messrs.  Neil- 
son  &  Co.  will  have  20  tons  on  the  dri\ing 
who  ds,  and  I  do  not  know  any  alteration  that 
could  be  advantageously  made  to  meet  tlie 
present  requirements  of  the  road. 

I  am  persuaded  that  the  board  feel  that 
they  h  ive  been  kept  fully  informed  of  the 
state  of  the  couttacts  on  the  Windsor  Branch 
during  the  last  year  by  the  many  confeieuces 
and  verbal  explanations  of  th>  ir  unsatisfioto- 
ry  st.ite,  and  the  slow  progress  that  was  ma  ie 
towards  their  completion,  both  before  and 
after  August,  1857.  The  difficulties  to  be 
apprehended  in  getting  the  fir.st  cutting  re- 
moved ou  No.  2  Contract,  were  represented 
many  months  before  August ,  and  the  general 
condition  of  the  works  was  from  time  to  time 
fairly  rep  irted  to  them.  1  find  in  reference 
to  my  letter  book,  that,  on  the  2lst  Septem- 
ber notice  was  given  to  Mr.  Macdonald  that 
unless  the  delays  that  were  taking  place  in 
completing  the  road  ceised,  the  Boart  would 
take  other  measures  to  insure  its  timely  com- 
pletion. This  letter  produced  little  or  no  ef- 
fect. Estimates  of  tha  number  of  men  re- 
quired over  the  whole  of  the  works  were 
handed  to  the  board  time  after  time,  and  by 
them  transmitted  to  the  Contract, re,  but  they 
led  to  no  resu't,  an  I  if  the  law  or  the  oxis- 
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ting  circumstances  of  the  contractors  as  has 
been  thought  would  not  ju-^tify  the  eecticns 
being  taken  out  of  their  hands  and  prevented 
the  adoption  of  vigorous  measures  for  fuicing 
them  03,  it  is  apparent  that  no  blame  can  at- 
tach to  either  tlae  board  or  to  me.  The  fact 
that  Contract  No.  11  had  not  been  vigoroas- 
iy  prosecuted  was  equally  well  known  to  the 
Executive  Governuiout  and  to  the  Comjnis- 
siouers,  and  by  none  was  it  more  sincerely 
lamented  than  by  myself. 

Tlie  elfeat  of  frost  upon  the  slopes  of  cut- 
tings in  this  country  is  very  peculiar,  and  is 
attributable  to  the  sudden  changes  in  the 
tweather,  and  to  the  quality  of  the  material. 
In  most  ot  the  heavy  excavations,  not  rock, 
the  clay  is  mixed  with  stones,  and  extremely 
hard,  yeilding  only  to  the  action  of  frost  — 
Had  these  slopes  been  made  in  England  they 
Would  have  stood  perfectly  well,  but  when 
subjected  to  the  luliuencfs  of  this  climate, 
slurry  could  not  be  prevented  from  coming 
down,  even  though  the  slopes  had  bten much 
11  itter.  I  am  intbrmed  that  this  question  was 
lately  submit'.ed  to  an  eugiuier  in  No.? 
Brunswick  appointed  to  inspect  the  railways 
in  thiit  province,  auJ  when  the  slopes  hid 
been  made  mu;h  flatter  than  usual,  and  th  it 
he  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  it  would  be 
better  to  make  the  excavations  wide  at  the  for- 
mation level,  and  not  slope otf  the  s'des  at  all. 
I  only  mention  this  to  shew  the  diil'erence  of 
opinion  that  may  exist  upon  such  a.  subject, 
auil  not  at  all  as  conveying  my  views.  Had 
the  slopes  stood  as  specified,  there  would  have 
been  a  saving  effected  in  the  construction, 
and  the  cost  oueht  not  under  any  circumstnn- 
to  be  increased  beyond  what  would  have  been 
the  case  had  the  addition  il  sloping  been  in- 
cluded in  the  first  instance.  That  slips  and 
slurry  were  naturally  to  be  expected,  no  one 
acquiiinted  with  rail  way  works  can  possibly 
deny,  and  that  they  were  included  in  the 
spec' ticat ions  appears  plainly  on  the  face  of 
tlft  documents,  and  therefore  such  contij^en- 
cies  were  estimated,  and  ought  to  have  been 
provided  for  in  the  contract  price. 

It  should  not  be  overlooked  that  the  evi- 
dence taken  last  session  before  the  Railway 
t  ommittee,  was  to  a  great  extent  furnishud 
by  interested  parties. 

l>u  referring  to  the  measurements  accom- 
panying my  report  upon  the  Contractors' 
claims,  I  tind  th.'it  tlie  total  additional  exca- 
vatiops,  owing  to  soft  bottoms,  did  not  at 
that  time  exceed  2(1,000  cnbic  yards.  Esti- 
mating the  exoavaiions  on  the  branch  at  one 
million  cul)'.c  yards,  and  setting  aside  tln' 
clauses  in  the  contract  which  were  intended 
to  guard  the  province  ngain.st  such  demands, 
this  quanfity  cannot  be  saidmaterially  to  af- 
fect the  cost  or  enhance  it  to  a  greater  extent 
tiian  might  have  bet  n  reasonably  anticipateil. 

li\  conclusion,  Wis  Exctdlency  I  trust  will 
permit  uia  to  say,  that  I  am  extreniv'ly  gra- 
titied  by  the  assurance  in  the  letter  I  am  now 
replying  ti»,  of  the  cordial  support  of  the 
Exeoutive  Government.  Wy  duties  are  at  all 
times  stitlioiently  arduous,  but  with  the  aid 
of  that  support  and  more  cs^'ooiully  by  a  de- 


termination while  dealing  justly  and  liberal- 
ly with  the  Contractors,  to  hold  them  strictly 
to  their  engagements,  I  confidently  trust  that 
the  object  which  His  Excellency  has  so  much 
at  heart  will  be  accomplished,  and  the  line 
to  Truro  completed  and  opened  for  trallic  by 
the  first  of  November  next." 

If  sufficient  plttnt  had  not  been  on  the  line, 
or  full  provision  made  for  the  trathc,  even  in 
tViid  case  I  could  not  be  held  responsible,  as 
the  Board  required  fill  explanations  about 
everything  to  be  ordered,  and  sometimes  de- 
clined following  my  suggestions,  it  the.se  did 
not  accord  with  their  opinions.  In  ta  s  case. 
however,  I  acted  ditfyrently  from  the  Attor- 
ney General  ;  believing  [  was  right,  I  urge  1 
my  views,  whereas  it  appears  thai  he  caution- 
ed the  Boari  ngiinst  adopiing  his. 

The  Attorney  General  seeins  to  think  it 
very  bold  and  unworthy  for  mc  to  have  ven- 
tured an  opinion  that  my  removal  was  occ  i- 
.sioned  by  the  influ  mce  I  alluded  to,  and  t^at 
Mr.  Laurie  was  brought  to  sufiersede  me. 

I  rtsk  him  if  this  was  not  the  case,  and  if 
he  felt  interested  in  the  success  of  the  road 
under  my  supervision,  why  he  did  not  come 
forward  and  render  me  the  assistance  I  re- 
quired— why  he  did  cot  inhtr  ict  the  Board 
I  ist  year  about  the  return  books  required  by 
the  Contractor's  Counsel,  in  place  (Wassailing 
them  on  the  floor  of  the  House  /  If  lie  thought 
my  opinion  of  the  contracts  was  wrong,  wliy 
d-'d  he  not  instruct  the  Board  accordingly  ? 
Why  was  the  inferests  of  the  Province  not 
protected  during  the  Railway  investigation 
last  winter,  and  the  Board  left  to  tight  the 
Contractors  and  ooun.sel  without  legal  alvice? 
So  strong  and  so  uncalled  for  was  the  lan- 
guaje  used  by  the  Contractor's  (Counsel,  and 
so  marked  the  indifference  shown  by  the  At- 
torney General,  that  the  Board  regretted 
that  tlicy  had  not  retained  special  counsel 
independent  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Ci-own, 
for  my  protection.  It  was  piteut  to  all  the 
world  that  I  had  no  advocate  to  defend  me 
before  the  Railway  Committee,  and  that  the 
assaults  mide  on  me  from  day  to  day,  which 
a  lawyer  of  any  talent  or  zeal  could  easily 
have  repelled,  rather  gave  pleasure  to  the 
Attorney  General,  whose  business  it  wiis 
to  protect,  but  who  abandoned  uw\  betrayed 
me,  to  the  opposite  counsel.  The  course  pur- 
sued by  the  Attorney  General  on  that  en- 
quiry, hoth  as  it  alfected  the  public  interest 
and  myself,  was  without  example  in  Colonial 
history.  I  ask  again,  what  was  the  reril  ob- 
ject of  the  Provincial  Secretaiy's  letters  of 
June  and  July,  and  when  hisatti'mpts  tailed, 
why  were  subsequent  ones  made  to  induce 
the  Board  to  separate  themseives  from  me, 
if  my  dismissal  was  not  a  foregone  conclusion  ? 
Why  was  Mr.  Laurie  kept  here  ?  Surely  the 
accumulation  and  depth  oftngineering  know- 
ledge displayed  in  his  pamphlet,  the  few  days 
work  he  did  for  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  a'.id  his 
report  U[ion  half  a  mile  of  (anal  in  Cafii 
Breton,  were  hardly  occupation  enough  for 
the  time  he  has  devoted  to  this  Province,  op 
au  eciuivalent  for  the  expen*-e<  thus  incurred. 
If  Mr.  Laurie   was  kept  here   ready  to  step 
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into  my  slices  whenever  n  pretence  could  be 
touud,  the  iiution  of  the  Government  is  iu- 
tuUifjible,  ninl  not  utherwise.  This  conclu- 
sion, however  un<'  ortliy  it  may  appear  to  the 
leiiined  gentleman,  wiis  anticipr.teii  by  many 
of  the  byatiinders,  auJ  the  result  has  shewn 
they  were  risiiht. 

The  preparation  of  notices  for  the  Con- 
tractors last  year,  their  subsequent  witlulraw- 
al,  and  a  variety  of  other  matters  referred  to, 
are  ultogether  foreign  to  my  dismissal.  The 
payments  made  on  si'veral  of  these  sections, 
and  on  the  Main  Line,  hs  previously  explain- 
ed, were  under  modified  arrangements  to 
mtct  the  wishes  of  tlie  Board  and  the  Guvorn- 
ment.  The  recommendation  to  make  the  ad- 
vances referred  to  in  my  letter  of  thf  6th 
Ootobur,  arose  as  follows  :  The  Contractors 
having  refusied  to  proceed  farther  with  the 
wiirks  wifhout  additional  payments,  I  was 
tolil  by  Mr.  McNab  that  he  had  seen  some 
cembers  of  the  Government,  and  that  they 
were  of  opinion  that  it  was  best  to  make  thtse 
advance!*,  and  they  required  me  to  draw  up 
a  recommendation  ;  I  replied  by  remindiu,; 
him  that  the  money  was  not  due,  and  that 
means  must  be  taken  to  secure  its  repayment ; 
I  was  then  informed  that  sufficient  security 
would  be  taken,  but  that  I  need  not  mention 
it  in  my  lett«.r,  as  the  Board  would  have  this 
attended  to.  On  referring  to  Mr.  .McNab's 
letter  of  tiie  5th  Uctober,  I  found  tha*;  he  re- 
commended these  advances  more  particularly 
as  they  would  be  given  as  a  loan,  to  be  repaid 
when  the  contracts  wore  finislied.  l)r.  Tap- 
per's letter  of  the  uth  October,  together  with 
Mr.  McN  ib's  remarks,  were  to  me  inexplica- 
ble. Waea  I  tirst  heard  of  Dr.  Tupper  re- 
quiring written  explanations  of  a  step  taken 
in  fact  at  tlie  instance  of  the  Government,  I 
told  the  Coard  what  the  result  would  be, — 
that  whilst  they  tliought  they  were  carrying 
out  the  viewK  of  the  Government,  they  would 
find  the  Government  would  throw  the  whole 
respou>iiiility  upon  them,  and  I  stated  that 
hereafter  I  would  dociiue  having  anything  to 
do  with  similar  recommendi.tions;  and  Mr. 
Johnston  knows  that  no  moditication  of  the 
coutracrs  em  amted  from  me,  nor  hal  I  any 
thing  to  do  with  such  matters  uuder  the 
C'utraots.  I'his  business  was  foreign  to  my 
position,  arid  devolved  upon  the  Board  with 
the  Counsel  of  the  Attorney  General,  If 
sulticieut  sccui'ity  was  not  taken  when  the 
advances  ot  the  oth  Uctober  were  mide,  and 
the  interests  of  the  Province  at  that  timf> 
not  properly  protected,  the  blame  does  not 
resc  Willi  me. 

I  abstain,  my  Lord,  from  going  into  a  mul- 
titude of  minor  points  suggested  by  the  i^t- 
toniey  General's  letter,  which  could  be  re- 
fated  with  equal  ea-e.  The  suhstantial  issue 
be:bre  the  country  is  th.s — were  the  delays  in 
the  coiupl  tion  of  the  Railway,  fiist  to 
Windsor,  and  then  to  Truro  attributable 
to  the  Board -to  the  Kugineer — or  to  the 
Contr,ictor>';  and  if  the  latter  does  the  respon- 
sibility extend  to  the  Ooverumeut  its  aiding 
and  abetting  them. 

Now  I  distinctly  assert  that  the  blamo  be 


longs  altogother  to  the  Contraciors,  and  to 
the  Government  who  upheld  them,  and  that 
a  more  iniquitous  attempt  was  n^ver  made 
than  to  fasten  that  blame  upon  me.\ 

I  appeal  tQ  every  clear  headed  man   in  the 
Province,  of  whatever  party— I  appeal,  my 
Lord,  to  your  own  convictions,   if  that    at- 
tempt would  ever  have  been  mude  hvl  I   be- 
longed to  the  favored  class,  an'I  et'joycd  their 
protection— I  appeal  to   the  correspondenco 
j  that  has  been  published,   and  I   confidently 
I  ask  if  its  whole  tenor  and  purport  do  not  jiis- 
I  tiCy  the  assertion  in  my  tirst  letter,  that  there 
were  other  influences  which  the   Government 
had  not  the  power  to  resist,  and  they  therefore 
resorted  to  these  mean  chargcsofincompetimcy 
^nd   neglect,   which   there  is  not  a  panicle 
Of  evidence  to  sustain. 

That  in  the  view  of  the  Gof  ernraent  the 
Board  were  not  to  blame,  is  obvious,  else  the 
Boiird  should  have  been  dismissed  along  with 
myself.  Their  testimony  therefore  is  of  the 
highest  value  in  the  issue  as  between  ihe 
Contractors  and  myself.  Look  at  the  cor- 
'  respondence,  and  what  is  it,  since  the  new 
Government  came  into  power,  but  a  perpetual 
remonstrance  against  the  insubordination  and 
neglect  of  these  contractors.  And  only  a 
part  appears  on  the  face  of  the  correspond- 
ence. The  Government  may  have  published 
It'  they  had,  but  many  letters  are  in  the 
jooks  wh'ch  they  have  not.  They  publish  for 
i  example  Messrs.  Johnston  &  lUackie's  letter 
I  of  lllth  August,  18-j8,  the  hist  paragraph  of 
I  which  is  as  follows:  "As  regards  ourselves 
we  beg  to  state  most  positively  tii.it  we  never 
at  any  time,  directly  or  indirectly,  saiil  or  did 
anything  to  confirm  the  Board  in  the  opinion 
that  the  work  specified  in  Mr.  Forman's  re- 
port, to  be  done  in  August,  could  be  accom- 
plished in  that  time."  But  my  report  there- 
on, and  Mr.  McNab's  letter  of  the  loth  and 
14th  August  do  not  appear.  In  the  fornu'r  I 
remarked  that  I  certainly  understood  Mr. 
Dent,  their  foreman,  to  agree  tliat  the  works 
specified  could  be  easily  accompli.slied  durin.; 
the  month."  I  was  indigntint  at  the  denial, 
but  well  knowing  how  the  Contiactors  stood 
with  the  Government,  and  how  the  Govern- 
ment were  watcbing  for  me,  1  expnssed  my- 
self guardedly.  Mark,  however,  the  tone  of 
Mr.  McXalt's  letter  of  the  1  t-h,  of  which  I 
have  obtained  a  cojiy,  as  follows  : 

"  Mkssus.  Joiix.ston  &  Bi.ACKii:, — 

Gentlemen,— In  reply  to  v<iur  le'ter  of 
the  12ih  instant  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  'Jth, 
1  have  to  enclose  you  a  communication  froui 
Mr.  Forinan  to  the  Board  in  leply  thereto, 
and  to  confirm  his  statement  of  what  .Mr. 
Dent  did  say  in  my  presence. 

As  regards  the  last  paragraph  of  your 
letter  I  have  to  suy  that  it  is  totally  at  vari 
ttiice  with  the  fact,  as  you  diil  give  your  con- 
currence in  the  oiUce,  and  in  presence  of  the 
whole  Board  that  the  work  should  be  done, 
but  stated  that  you  hope  I  as  exlraortiinary 
exertions  woiild  be  requireil  in  cut  No.  7, 
that  some  extra  allowiince  would  he  made  t'j 
you  by  the  Board,  and  when  L  uuiarked  that 
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on  that  point  I  would  say  nothing,  but  would 
enclose  Mr.  Fornian's  requirements,  your  re 
ply  was,  "  when  you  do  so  I   hope  you   will 
stti'e  wliat  extra  sum  you  will  allow  for  taking 
out  that  out,"  meaning  No.  7. 

I  am,  &e., 
(Signed)  James  McXab, 

Chairman  " 

In  the  printed  correspondence  there  is 
abundant  eviilcuce  of  the  same  feeling.  On 
the  Sth  Teb'y  the  Chairman  wrote  to  thePro- 
vinoial  Secretary,  that  "  the  Board  finding 
themselves  deceived  by  the  representations 
tlioy  ha  I  from  time  to  time  received  aa  to  the 
state  of  the  road,  after  furnisliing  the  Con- 
tractors on  different  occasions  with  four  en- 
gines, to  enable  them,  if  possible,  to  accom- 
pl  sh  tiie  work,  and  having  the  mortification 
of  finding  all  these  engines  disabled  without 
any  beneficial  resulr  to  the  road,  were  fo,*ced 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  works  were  not 
jet  in  a  condition  to  allow  a  locomotive  a  safe 
transmit  over  the  rails  " 

The  representations  which  deceived  the 
Board  were  the  reports  submitted  to  tlien^by 
the  resident  Env^ineer  in  charge  of  the  branch, 
and  the  Contractors,  dnd  wliich  at  that  time, 
from  the  feelinus  of  the  Government  towards 
myself,  I  could  not  resist. 

On  the  20th  May  the  following  letter  is 
sent : 

"MyDeaeSir— 

"  I  enclose  you  a  letter  received  from  Mr. 
Mosse  last  evening,  l)y  which  you  will  see 
some  of  the  difficulties  we  labor  umler.  Al- 
though there  are  plenty  of  men  ottering,  the 
Contractors  have  not  and  will  not  employ 
them  on  the  works,  and  the  Commissioners 
are  totally  powerless. 
Believe  me. 

Yours  truly, 
(Signeil)  James  McNab, 

The  Hon.  C.  Tupper,  &o." 

On  the  30th  June  ho  writes,  ••  The  Board 
cannot  but  regret  that  there  has  been  so 
much  delay  in  ttie  completion  of  the  Con- 
tracts ;  but  the  Government  are  familiar  with 
the  difficulties  they  have  had  with  the  Con- 
tractors in  compelling  them  to  finish  their 
sections  as  well  as  those  which  preveuted  the 
works  being  taken  out  of  their  hamls  "  On 
the  '.'th  August  Mr.  McNah  repeats  these 
cotn plaints  still  more  emphatic  .lly,  as  I 
shewed  in  my  first  letter. 

My  own  report  of  *2lct  Augtist,  published 
l)y  the  Government,  and  which  gave  in  the 
most  ample  form  the  results  of  my  personal 
inspection,  ountained  the  following  para- 
gi'iiphs: 

"  111  my  report  of  the  Gth  inst.  I  specif  ed 
certnin  works  which  ought  to  be  finished 
during  the  current  month,  and  which  the 
Contractors,  in  their  communicatieus  with 
the  Board,  acquiesced  in,  as  easily  done  ; 
and  on  Auirust  lUth  I  submitted  a  comparative 
tabular  statement  shewing  the  relative  pro- 
portion of  work  done  with  what  was  reijuired 
by  my  report,  and  I  have  now  to  annex  copy 
of  the  same  returnsf,  as  well  as  of  similar 


ones  for  week  ending  August  17th,  and  a  re- 
turn shewing  the  quantity  of  cutting  remov- 
ed and  still  to  be  removetl  on  these  sections." 

"  The  Board  will  see  that  my  report  is  far 
from  being  complied  with,  notwitiistanding 
theas-urancc  given  by  the  Contractors." 

With  this  mass  of  evidence  of  the  most  on- 
eontrovertable  kind,  and  when  the  Board  and 
I  were  straining  every  nerve  to  complete  the 
line  by  inducing  the  Contractors  to  fulfil 
their  promises,  who  would  have  believed  that 
a  Government  would  have  dared,  in  the  face 
of  a  thinking  and  free  people,  to  lot  the  Con- 
tractors escape,  to  break  up  a  Bi  ard  thus 
performing  their  public  duty,  and  on  the 
25th  August  to  dismiss  the  Kugineer  w!io  had 
planned  and  nearly  perfected  the  whole 
work. 

But  the  question  remains — why  did  not 
the  Government  instruct  the  Commissioners 
to  give  the  three  days'  nodce,— which  they 
were  authorised  to  do  by  the  Contracts — and 
take  the  works  into  their  own  hands,  and 
complete  them  at  the  Contractors'  expense. 
It  was  my  opinion  that  this  ought  to  be  done, 
and  upon  that  opinion  the  Commiss'oners 
were  at  liberty  to  act.  The  stipulation  in 
the  Contracts  was  plain  as  day.  The  last 
Government  had  acted  on  it,  and  the  very 
threat  had  at  once  induced  activity  and  vigor. 
The  Attorney  General  saw  difiiculties  in  the 
way,  or  professed  to  see  them,  but  what  the 
difficulties  were,  would  be  matter  of  curious 
inquiry 

My  object,  however,  is  not  to  criminate 
others,  but  to  vindicate  myself.  1  abstain 
from  touching  the  extraordinary  questions 
put  to  Mr.  Nab  on  the  21st  Sept.,  with  his 
replies  on  the  25th,  and  the  humiliating  and 
singular  position  to  which  the  Government 
reduced  itself  in  asking  a  certificate  from  its 
own  officer.  It  is  necessity  alone  that  com- 
p»  's  me  to  take  up  the  pen  and  fij^ure  in  a 
new  charactCT  as  a  controversalit;t  in  the 
newspapers.  Hitherto  my  time  and  talents 
have  been  dedicated  to  my  profession,  and  1 
little  thought  to  havebcwn  diverted  from  it  to 
enquiries  like  these. 

But  Your  Loidship's  advisers  havii  been 
wanting  in  manliness  and  candour,  and  been 
reluctant  to  reveal  their  real  motive.  The 
world  would  have  respected  the.m  more,  had 
they  said,  it  is  necessary  to  sacrifije  our 
Engineer,  because  his  religious  opinions  and 
zeal  as  a  Protestant  have  made  him  ohnoxioas 
to  a  section  of  our  supporters.  Every  bo.'y 
knows  ttiat  this  is  the  pressure  to  which  the 
Attorney  General,  in  an  evil  hour  for  his  own 
oonsisteney,  and  with  a  signal  loss  of  reputa- 
tion, perhaps  with  many  secret  niisirivings, 
has  succumbed.  But  ashamed  or  afraid  to 
confess  it,  he  and  his  subordinates  in  Secre- 
tary's letters  and  scandalous  e  liiorialu,  have 
sounht  to  damage  my  professional  stuudiug, 
and  even  my  private  character. 

Dismissed  without  a  moment's  warning,  I 
took  with  me  and  retained  for  a  few  days  the 
hooks  and  papers  essential  for  my  vindication. 
The  letters  from  my  counsel  shewed  that  this 
was  the  motive,  aud  guaranteed  their  return 
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upon  a  plo'lee  tliat  I  should  have  free  access 
to  them.  With  those  letters  in  the  pogsession 
of  Government,  could  any  thing  be  more  in- 
fiunousthan  without  a  single  worl  of  expli- 
nation,  to  charge  me  in  their  organ  with  dis- 
honesty and  pnrloining,  and  threaten  rne  with 
a  criminal  prosecution,  the  very  idea  of  v,  hioh 
w.iB  an  absurdity.  Surely  after  robbing  mo 
of  position  and  income,  they  might  h  ive 
spared  this  further  aggression.  Could  any 
thing  be  more  unfeeling  or  unjust  than  the 
letter  of  11th  September,  which  I  have  now 
ooufutcd,  where  there  is  preserved,  to  be 
sure,  an  aifectation  of  c-vlmness,  but  accom- 
panied by  a  reiteration  in  oll'ensive  terms  of 
the  pretence'  on  which  the  Government  found- 
ed my  dismissal.  How  ai  y  man  who  1  as  a 
character  to  maintain  can  reconcile  these  to 
his  conscience  and  sense  of  right,  I  o  innot 
con^pruheud.      It  is  eniu^h  to   say  that  my 


professional  competency  Mr.  Johnston  and  his 
colleagues  are  incapable  of  judging,  while  tho 
charges  of  remissness  and  neglect  they  know 
to  be  untrue.  My  best  vindication  on  both 
grounds  maj  be  drawn  from  the  official  cor- 
respondence open  to  all  the  world,  and  I  am 
confident  that  every  man  who  studies  it  will 
arrive  at  the  conclusion,  in  which  I  cannot 
but  think  that  Your  Lordship  will  participate, 
that  my  dismissal  from  the  work  I  had  so  long 
and  80  successfully  conduotC'l,  was  one  of  the 
most  tyrannical  and  indefensible  acts  ever 
perpetrated  by  a  Qovernment,  and  that  tiie 
pretences  by  which  they  are  endeavoring  to 
sustain  it  are  worse  than  the  act  itself. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be. 
Your  Lordship's  most  ob't  servant, 

J.  R,  FORM.VX. 

To    the    Right  Honble.    His  Excellency  the 
Earl  of  Mul^rave,  Lt.  Governor,  &c.,  &c. 
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